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PROPOSED  SCHOOL  BUDGET  TO  INCREASE  BY  6% 

At  its  Feb.  16  meeting,  the  School 
Committee  of  the  Southern  Berkshire 
Regional  School  District  gave  prelimi- 
nary approval  to  the  district's  proposed 
budget  for  Fiscal  Year  2007.  Operat- 
ing costs  are  expected  to  rise  by  almost 
$260,000  and  capital  costs  to  decline  by 
$44,000.  An  important  revenue  source, 
payments  made  by  other  districts  for 
students  who  live  outside  the  SBRSD 
but  attend  its  schools,  is  expected  to  fall 
by  $260,000  (coincidentally  the  same 
figure  as  the  increase  in  operating  costs). 

Sheffield's  share  of  the  school 
district's  operating  and  capital  budget 
are  calculated  in  different  ways,  but 
as  the  largest  town  in  the  district, 
Sheffield  pays  the  largest  share.  The 
other  towns  served  by  SBRSD  are 
Alford,  Egremont,  Monterey,  and  New 
Marlborough. 

The  towns  are  each  assessed  a 
share  of  the  difference  between  the 
school's  operating  expenses  and  its 
operating  revenue  from  state  aid  and 


other  sources.  Under  the  proposed 
operating  budget,  the  amount  to  be 
assessed  to  Sheffield  is  almost  $4.6 
million.  This  is  roughly  $280,000  or 
6.4  percent,  more  than  the  assessment 
for  the  previous  year. 

Sheffield  town  officials  are  con- 
cerned that  the  funds  required  to  pay 
that  increase  and  increases  expected  in 
the  town's  own  budget  might  exceed  the 
town's  "levy  limit"  under  Proposition  2Vi 
(see  box  on  page  3).  In  that  case,  a  so- 


called  "override"  vote  would  be  required 
in  the  town  elections  on  May  8. 
Costs  climb,  revenues  decline 

The  school  district's  preliminary 
total  budget  for  Fiscal  Year  2007,  which 
starts  July  1,  2006,  is  $13,552,199. 
Most  of  that  amount  is  the  operating 
budget  of  $11,237,005,  up  $259,330 
over  the  previous  year.  The  lion's  share 
of  this  increase  is  attributable  to  higher 
bills  for  heating,  electricity  and  other 

Continued  on  jwc  2 


STANTON  NOT  SEEKING  RE-ELECTION;  ELECTION  DEADLINES 


Janet  Stanton  has  announced  that  she 
won't  seek  re-election  to  Sheffield's 
Board  of  Selectmen,  where  she  has 
served  for  12  years.  While  enjoying  those 
years  of  service  to  the  community,  she 
wants  to  focus  on  her  job  as  a  pediatric 
nurse-practitioner  and  spend  more  time 
with  her  grandchildren. 

Candidates  as  of  press  time.  Former 
Selectman  Richard  Kirchner,  defeated  in 
last  year's  election  by  Julie  Hannum  after 
30  years  of  service,  and  Jim  Collingwood 
have  picked  up  nominating  petitions  from 
the  Town  Clerk's  office  for  Stanton's  seat. 


Bruce  Person,  the  current  Town  Mod- 
erator, is  running  for  re-election;  Betty 
LeGeyt,  currently  a  Library  Trustee,  is 
running  for  re-election;  and  Tony  Gu- 
lotta  and  Chris  Tomich  have  picked  up 
papers  for  a  vacant  Planning  Board  seat. 

Election  Candidate  Deadlines.  "There 
is  still  time  for  others  to  file  nomination 
papers  for  the  election,"  said  Town  Clerk 
Felecie  Joyce.  Candidates  must  initi- 
ate the  process  by  getting  a  nominating 
petition  no  later  than  5pm  on  Fri.,  Mar. 
10.  They  must  then  obtain  at  least  20 
signatures  of  registered  Sheffield  vot- 


ers and  file  the  completed  form  with  the 
Town  Clerk  no  later  than  5pm  on  Mon., 
Mar.  12.  While  20  signatures  are  re- 
quired, Joyce  suggests  getting  more — 25 
to  30 — in  case  some  signatures  are 
disqualified. 

The  town  election  will  be  held  M.iv 
8.  April  11  is  the  last  day  in  which  resi- 
dents can  register  to  vote  in  the  election. 


For  more  on  the  issues  that  will  be 
voted  on  at  Town  Meeting  or  Town 
Election,  see  page  1 2. 
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Advertise  in  a  hometown  paper! 

The  Sheffield  Times  accepts  advertisements... 

•  From  Sheffield  businesses  and  residents 

•  From  businesses  and  services  outside  of 
Sheffield  that  benefit  Sheffield  residents 

•  No  editorial  or  political  advertisements 

Contact  Tara  White  at  229-7754  or 
shefTieldtimes@hotmail.com  for  rates  and  more  information. 


THANK YOU 

To  all  our  supporters  in  the  community!  Without  you,  the  Sheffield 
Times  would  not  be  possible.  If  we  missed  you  this  time,  we'll  get  you 

in  the  next  issue. 
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SCHOOL  BUDGET  contd. 

utilities  and  maintenance  and  higher 
personnel  costs  (salaries,  wages  and 
employee  benefits).  School  officials  are 
concerned  about  the  district's  ability  to 
continue  to  attract  and  retain  qualified 
teachers  and  other  professional  per- 
sonnel in  an  increasingly  competitive 
educational  job  market  in  southern 
Berkshire  County. 

In  addition  to  losing  the  $260,000 
in  "school  choice"  receipts,  the  district's 
state  aid  is  expected  to  fall  slightly,  by 
$7,432  to  $2,195,478.  The  district  will 
also  lose  the  $21,000  in  annual  rent  paid 
by  the  Barrington  Stage  Company  for  its 
lease  of  the  Mt.  Everett  auditorium. 

The  school  district  has  an  "excess 
and  deficiency"  fund  from  which  the 
proposed  budget  contemplates  the  Dis- 
trict contributing  $350,000,  the  same 
amount  it  contributed  in  2006. 

The  difference  between  the 
budget's  operating  expenses  and  the 
expected  operating  revenues  from  the 
state  and  other  sources  is  $8,474,021. 
Sheffield,  with  55  percent  of  the  stu- 
dents, will  be  assessed  55  percent  of 
that  amount,  or  $4,636,814. 

The  District's  proposed  capital  bud- 
get is  $2,315,194,  a  reduction  of  almost 
$44,000  attributable  to  a  reduction  of 
long-term  debt.  Sheffield's  share  (which 
is  determined  in  accordance  with  a 
different  formula  based  on  the  towns' 
equalized  property  tax  valuations)  is 
projected  to  be  $276,260. 

Overall,  Sheffield's  projected  total 
assessment  for  the  combined  operat- 
ing and  capital  budget  is  expected  to 
increase  by  $278,422. 

Next  steps  in  the  process 

The  preliminary  budget  was  pre- 
sented by  the  School  Committee  at  a 
public  hearing  on  Feb.  28  and  discussed 
with  the  Finance  Committees  of  the  vari- 
ous towns  (the  meeting  with  Sheffield's 
Finance  Committee  was  held  on  March 
1),  after  the  press  deadline  for  this  issue  of 
the  Sheffield  Times).  After  making  revi- 
sions to  reflect  the  discussions,  the  School 
Committee  expects  to  meet  on  March  16 
to  vote  on  whether  to  adopt  the  budget. 
Adoption  requires  the  favorable  vote  of  at 
least  7  of  the  10  committee  members. 

After  certification  to  each  town  of 
its  share  of  its  assessment,  each  town's 
Finance  Committee  will  determine 


whether  to  recommend  that  its  voters 
appropriate  funds  to  cover  the  assess- 
ment. The  last  step  is  for  the  budget  to 
be  discussed  and  the  proposed  assess- 
ment to  be  voted  on  at  each  town's 
annual  Town  Meeting  early  in  May. 
The  budget  will  become  final  only  if 
the  majority  of  the  voters  attending 
each  of  the  five  town's  meetings  vote  to 
approve  it. 

If  the  voters  of  one  or  more  of  the 
towns  fail  to  approve,  the  proposed 
budget  must  be  renegotiated  and  the 
whole  process  repeated. 

What  happens  if  the  budget  is 
approved  by  all  of  the  towns  but  one 
or  more  must  seek  an  override  un- 
der Proposition  2Vi?  The  process  is 
smooth  if  the  overrides  are  approved. 
If  a  town's  voters  don't  approve  an 
override,  the  town  could  be  legally 
obligated  to  pay  its  assessment  but 
unable  to  increase  its  tax  levy  above  its 
levy  limit  to  fund  that  payment.  One 
way  around  this  is  to  write  the  budget 
approval  motion  in  a  way  that  approval 
is  conditional  on  an  override  approval. 

Town  budget  increases  expected 

Town  officials  also  see  a  need  to 
increase  the  town's  own  budget  for 
Fiscal  Year  2007  to  increase  salaries, 
wages  and  employee  benefits  and  to 
cover  other  cost  increases.  Their  ability 
to  pay  for  that  and  cover  the  school  as- 
sessment is  constrained  by  Proposition 
2Vz.  The  town  might  need  to  use  its 
"free  cash,"  (a  reserve  account  main- 
tained to  provide  for  emergencies  and 
create  a  cushion  to  cover  unexpected 
cost  increases  and  short  falls  in  rev- 
enue). That  account  currently  contains 
close  to  $900,000,  a  figure  proportion- 
ate with  free  cash  levels  of  other  towns. 
However,  relying  on  reserve  funds  is 
not  a  long-term  solution. 

The  school  budget  is  often  a 
contentious  issue  in  Sheffield,  as  it  is 
in  many  communities  in  the  U.S.  The 
need  to  pay  the  District's  assessment 
has  a  direct  impact  on  the  community's 
ability  to  pay  for  other  town  services. 
The  SBRSD  soaks  up  almost  70  per- 
cent of  the  property  taxes  paid  by  the 
town's  taxpayers.  This  percentage  is  in 
line  with  many  other  school  districts 
in  Berkshire  County  but  significantly 
higher  than  the  average  for  all  Massa- 
chusetts communities  (in  part  because 


towns  and  cities  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  state  fund  many  more  non-educa- 
tion municipal  services). 

The  school  administration  explains 
that  the  district  has  little  or  no  control 
over  declining  revenues,  such  as  heavy 
cuts  in  state  aid  in  recent  years  and  the 


failure  of  the  state  to  honor  its  promise 
to  fund  100  percent  of  school  busing 
costs,  or  over  rising  costs  driven  mainly 
by  inflation.  It  points  out  that  invest- 
ments in  education  are  essential  to  a 
thriving  town. 

— Peter  Rowntree 


HOW  PROPOSITION  Vh  WORKS 


Proposition  2Vi  was  adopted  by  Mas- 
sachusetts voters  in  a  referendum 
in  [980.  It  was  intended  to  bring 
more  order  and  predictability  to  the 
then-chaotic  process  of  municipal 
budget  making.  While  the  proposition 
has  been  successful  in  achieving  this 
objective,  it  limits  flexibility  in  deal- 
ing with  changing  financial  situations. 
For  instance,  as  Town  Administrator 
BobWeitz  points  out,  the  VA  percent 
limit,  often  doesn't  even  keep  up  with 
inflation  (the  Consumer  Price  Index 
was  up  3.4  percent  in  2005). 

The  proposition  restricts  a 
town's  ability  to  raise  property  taxes 
in  two  ways.  First,  the  "levy  ceiling" 
limits  the  amount  of  taxes  levied  to 
2!4  percent  of  the  "full  and  fair  cash 
value"  of  all  taxable  real  and  personal 
property  in  the  town.  Second,  the 
"levy  limit"  keeps  increases  in  taxes 
levied  in  any  fiscal  year  at  or  below 
an  amount  equal  to  the  levy  limit  for 
the  preceding  year  plus  VA  percent 
of  that  limit  plus  the  taxable  value  of 
new  growth  in  the  property  tax  base 
(other  than  growth  attributable  to  a 
general  revaluation). 


Sheffield  has  plenty  of  room  un- 
der its  levy  ceiling.  But  state  aid  cuts 
to  municipalities,  rising  costs  for  town 
services  and  increased  assessments 
for  the  town's  share  of  school  costs 
have  pushed  it  close  to  the  levy  limit 

Proposition  VA  provides  for 
several  ways  of  increasing  the  levy 
limit. The  "override"  method  permits 
a  majority  of  the  voters  in  a  town 
election  to  increase  the  limit  by  the 
amount  specified  in  the  ballot  (but  not 
to  exceed  the  levy  ceiling). The  select- 
men, acting  by  majority  vote,  can  put  a 
proposed  override  on  the  ballot 

Overrides  are  voted  on  in  a  town 
election,  not  at  a  town  meeting. Tra- 
ditionally, a  much  larger  percentage 
of  registered  voters  in  Sheffield  vote 
in  town  elections  than  the  number 
that  attend  town  meetings. The  size  of 
the  turnout  for  town  elections  has  a 
lot  to  do  with  how  much  excitement 
is  generated  by  the  election  of  town 
officials. 

Sheffield's  voters  have  been  asked 
to  vote  on  overrides  in  the  pastThey 
approved  some  and  rejected  others. 


STUDENT  POPULATION  DECLINING 


Over  the  past  10  years,  the  SBRSD's 
student  population  has  declined  from 
1 ,023  to  907.The  school  facility  on 
Berkshire  School  Rd.  was  built  in  1992 
and  designed  to  accommodate  as  many 
as  2,000  students. 

There  are  several  reasons  for  the 
decline.  More  students  are  attend- 
ing private  schools  or  are  being  home 
schooled  than  before  and  fewer  families 
with  school  age  children  live  in  the  dis- 
trict. Also,  an  increasing  number  of  stu- 
dents are  "choicing  out"  of  the  district 
under  the  School  Choice  Program  to  at- 
tend public  schools  outside  the  district, 
resulting  in  a  revenue  loss  to  the  district 
of  about  $5,000  per  student.  Last  year's 
opening  of  the  new  elementary  and 


middle  schools  in  Great  Barrington 
contributed  to  this  problem  because  the 
new  schools  attracted  a  significant  num- 
ber of  former  SBRSD  students,  includ- 
ing many  in  Great  Barrington  or  other 
communities  in  the  adjacent  Berkshire 
Hills  Regional  School  District  who  had 
previously  chosen  to  come  to  SBRSD 
schools  instead. 

With  fewer  students,  it's  harder  for 
the  SBRSD  to  offer  a  broad  range  of 
classes,  specialized  courses  and  programs 
for  smaller-sized  classes,  and  it's  more 
difficult  to  justify  increased  expenses. 
However,  a  smaller  student  body  does 
not  necessarily  reduce  expenses.  Most  of 
the  SBRSD's  operating  costs  are  fixed  re- 
gardless of  the  size  of  the  student  body. 


Community  News 


LARKIN  HEADS  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  FARM  BUREAU 


James  M.  Larkin  was  elected  last  October  to  head  the 
Berkshire  County  Farm  Bureau,  part  of  the  American  Farm 
Bureau,  a  national  grass-roots  organization  that  supports 
farmers  and  ranchers  with  information  and  various  programs 
and  also  represents  their  interests  at  the  local,  state  and  na- 
tional level.  The  organization,  founded  in  1919,  has  more  than 
5  million  members.  Berkshire  County  is  one  of  the  largest 
bureaus  in  the  state. 

"We  smooth  the  way  to  make  farmers'  livelihoods 
easier,"  Jimmy  says  of  the  organization.  He  has  been  active 
in  the  Farm  Bureau  for  many  years  and  has  been  active  as 
Berkshire  County  vice  president  for  four  years.  He  has  also 
represented  Berkshire  County  on  the  Massachusetts  Farm 
Bureau  Board  of  Directors  since  1998  and  served  on  the 
American  Farm  Bureau  Young  Farmer  and  Rancher  com- 
mittee from  2001  to  2003. 

Jimmy  grew  up  working  on  the  family  farm  in  Shef- 
field, attended  school  at  SUNY  Cobleskill  and  Cornell,  then 
returned  home  to  put  his  degree  to  use  enhancing  the  fam- 
ily farm  operation.  He  is  now  a  partner  with  his  father  and 
mother,  Jim  and  Margaret  Larkin,  in  running  one  of  the  four 
dairy  farms  in  town.  The  farm,  with  a  milking  parlor  on  Lime 
Kiln  Rd.,  and  many  fields  planted  in  corn  and  hay  through- 
out Sheffield  and  in  Great  Barrington,  milks  300  cows  and 
employs  four  full-time  workers.  It  was  started  by  his  father's 
grandfather,  John  Batacchi,  in  the  1920s,  as  a  farm  to  support 
his  family  after  the  Goodale  quarry  shut  down.  Later,  in  the 
1960s,  his  dad  and  great  uncle  Arthur  Batacchi  Sr.  formed  a 
partnership  and  increased  the  number  of  cows  to  make  it  a 
commercial  dairy  operation. 

Jimmy  sees  a  lot  of  untapped  potential  in  Sheffield  and 
Berkshire  County,  which  has  a  great  diversity  of  agriculture, 
from  dairy  farms  to  orchards  to  vegetable  and  flower  farms. 
"Farmers  these  days  have  to  be  creative,"  he  says. "The  key  to 
supporting  farmers  is  getting  the  farmer  closer  to  the  retail 
dollar.  Farm  stands  are  a  good  way  to  do  that.  So  is  making 
and  selling  a  prepared  product." 

As  examples  in  Sheffield,  he  points  to  Bruce  Howden, 
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whose  farm  on  Rannapo 
Rd.  sells  corn,  raspberries, 
and  pumpkins  (includ- 
ing varieties  developed  by 
Bruce's  father)  at  the  farm 
and  at  farmers'  markets 
around  the  area,  and  Ted 
Dobson,  whose  Equinox 
Farm  on  Bow  Wow  Rd. 
specializes  in  mesclun 
salad  mixes  sold  to  regional 
restaurants,  markets  and 
specialty  food  stores. "Ev- 
erybody has  to  go  beyond 
farming, "Jimmy  says. 

Dairy  farming  is  one  of 
the  most  challenging  types 


mm 


James  Larkin  heads  Berkshire 
County  Farm  Bureau. 


of  agriculture,  with  milk  pricing  deeply  entwined  with  com- 
plex government  regulations.  Jimmy  says  he  feels  fortunate  to 
be  able  to  sell  to  Agrimark,  a  northeast  dairy  cooperative  that 
markets  products  under  the  Cabot  and  McCadam  brands,  to 
which  he  attributes  Agrimark's  profitability. 

In  addition  to  his  role  with  the  Farm  Bureau,  Jimmy 
serves  Sheffield  agriculture  in  other  ways.  He's  part  of  a 
group  of  farmers  looking  to  set  up  a  Sheffield  Agricultural 
Commission,  which  was  one  of  the  goals  in  the  town's  Mas- 
ter Plan.  Such  commissions,  which  are  proposed  and  voted 
on  at  Town  Meeting,  serve  as  a  resource  to  farmers  and  the 
town  on  issues  that  affect  agriculture,  as  well  as  community 
outreach  and  helping  in  efforts  to  protect  agricultural  land. 
Additionally,  with  an  Agricultural  Commission,  a  com- 
munity is  in  a  better  position  to  receive  state  funding  for 
everything  from  capital  improvements  to  land  conservation. 
Towns  in  Berkshire  County  that  already  have  such  a  com- 
mission include  Alford  and  Savoy,  with  many  towns,  includ- 
ing Great  Barrington  and  Egremont,  preparing  proposals  for 
spring  votes.  (See  related  article  on  page  12.) 

— Andrea  Scott 
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NEWS  FROM  SOUTHERN  BERKSHIRE  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 


Award  for  Reardon.  Abbie  Reardon,  a  senior  at  Mount  Everett 
Regional  School  has  been  awarded  the  Massachusetts  Associa- 
tion of  School  Superintendent's  Award.  She  was  presented  the 
award  by  Superintendent  Valerie  Spriggs  at  a  recent  School 
Committee  Meeting  for  the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional 
School  District. 

It's  not  the  first  honor  for  Abbie.  She  was  selected  in  2004 
for  the  Western  District  All  State  Chorus  in  2004.  She  was  the 
recipient  of  the  Williams  College  Book  Award  and  was  named  a 
National  Merit  Commended  Scholar.  She  was  also  just  recently 
named  a  John  and  Abigail  Adam's  Scholar  and  will  receive  a  full 
scholarship  to  the  University  of  Massachusetts  if  she  desires. 

Abbie  has  been  in  numerous  plays  and  musicals  through- 
out her  high  school  career.  She  is  a  member  of  S  ADD 
(Students  Against  Destructive  Decisions),  the  High  School 
Chorus,  The  Madrigal  Singers  and  the  National  Honor  Soci- 
ety. After  high  school,  she  plans  on  attending  either  Williams 
College  or  Amherst  College  to  study  comparative  literature, 
with  a  minor  in  philosophy. 

Superintendent  Valerie  Spriggs  said,  "I'm  delighted  for  Ab- 
bie, she  has  been  a  shining  star  at  Mount  Everett  for  a  number  of 
years.  She  is  focused,  and  methodical  about  the  direction  of  her 
life  and  her  future.  She  will  make  Southern  Berkshire  Regional 
very  proud." 

Abbie  is  the  daughter  of  Colleen  Reardon  of  Ashley  Falls 
and  Paul  Reardon  of  Great  Barrington. 

Students  join  in  county-wide  art  show.  The  20th  Annual 
Berkshire  County  High  School  Art  Show  on  Feb.  4  showcased 
the  top  10  artworks  from  each  school.  The  following  students 
represented  Mount  Everett:  Jessica  Bangs,  Grade  12,  Philip  Han- 
num,  Grade  12,  Jessica  Cross,  Grade  12,  Jessica  Tomich,  Grade 
12,  and  Michelle  Winseck,  Grade  12,  photography;  Phil  Blume, 
Grade  11,  and  Erik  Wright,  Grade  11,  pottery;  Maddy  Maggio, 
Grade  10,  silkscreen  print;  Nik  Kotovich,  Grade  9,  ink  painting; 
and  Pam  Crawford,  Grade  9,  reed  and  paper  sculpture. 

O'Connor  and  Maggio  chosen  for  theater  workshop.  Two 

Mount  Everett  seniors,  Mandy  O'Connor  and  Alice  Maggio, 
were  selected  to  attend  the  Annual  Russell  Sage  College  Theatre 
Honors  Weekend  in  Troy,  NY,  in  January.  As  part  of  the  week- 
end-long workshop,  students  performed  a  prepared  musical  the- 
atre song  and  a  monologue  piece.  They  also  attended  workshops 
given  by  theatre  professionals  from  the  New  York  State  Theatre 
Institute  and  a  musical  theatre  performance  at  Capital  Repertory 
Theatre.  The  weekend  ended  with  a  performance  piece  given  by 
the  30  students  selected  for  the  program. 

Robert  Law,  Director  of  the  Performing  Arts  Dept.  for 
SBSRD,  who  nominated  the  two  women  said, "I'm  delighted  that 
both  of  them  were  selected.  They  are  role  models  for  other  stu- 
dents in  our  school  and  assets  to  our  music  and  theatre  depart- 
ments. I'm  very  proud  of  both  of  them." 

Alice  is  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Ellen  Maggio  of  South 
Egremont,  and  Mandy  is  the  daughter  of  Wendy  O'Connor  of 
South  Egremont  and  Denis  O'Connor  of  Great  Barrington. 

John  &  Abigail  Adams  Scholarship  winners.  Thirteen  Mount 
Everett  students  were  recently  awarded  John  8>C  Abigail  Ad- 


ams Scholarships  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
Recipients  must  have  scored  in  the  top  25  percent  on  the  MC  AS 
(Massachusetts  Comprehensive  Assessment  System)  tests.  They 
will  all  be  eligible  for  four  years  of  free  tuition  at  any  state  public 
institution  of  higher  learning  in  the  state.  The  winners  are  Trevor 
Cobb,  Sam  Crawford,  Jessica  Cross,  Jesse  Johnston,  Alice  Mag- 
gio, Katherine  McSpiritt,  Kayla  Morehouse,  Amanda  O'Connor, 
Alyssa  Palmer,  Abigail  Reardon,  Cailin  Rocco,  Rebecca  Wein- 
stein  and  Michelle  Winseck. 

Kindergarten  accreditation.  The  SBSRD  kindergarten  pro- 
grams at  Undermountain  Elementary  School  and  New  Marlbor- 
ough Central  School  have  just  received  notification  of  accredita- 
tion by  the  National  Association  for  the  Education  of  Young 
Children.  Over  the  past  two  years  the  kindergarten  teachers  have 
voluntarily  undergone  a  comprehensive  process  of  study  and 
professional  review  to  comply  with  criteria  set  by  the  association. 
Erna  Lampma,  Sharon  Milukas  and  Sofia  Hughes,  the  coordina- 
tors of  the  Quality  Full  Day  Kindergarten  Grant  and  kindergar- 
ten teachers  at  SBRSD,  spearheaded  the  process,  ensuring  that 
we  have  a  high-quality  early  childhood  program. 

Mount  Everett  to  perform  "Altar  Egos."  The  Performing  Arts 
Dept.  will  present  "Altar  Egos,  the  I  Do's  and  Don'ts  Of  An 
American  Wedding"  on  Fri.  and  Sat.,  April  7  and  8,  at  7pm  and 
Sun.,  April  9  at  2:00.  The  play,  a  two-act  comedy  with  numerous 
characters,  starts  with  Mark  and  Colleen  agreeing,  "All  we  want  is 
a  simple  wedding."  And  then  the  fun  and  circuses  begin. 

The  play  will  be  directed  by  Bob  Law  and  Charles  Coughlin, 
with  student  Assistant  director  Mandy  O'Connor.  Tickets  are  $8 
for  general  admission  and  $6  for  students  and  seniors.  For  more 
information  or  reservations,  call  the  Performing  Arts  Depart- 
ment Office  at  229-8252. 
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CALtNDAR  HIGHLIGHTS 

For  complete  calendar  listings,  check  the  district's  web 

site 

at  www.SBRSD.org. 

3/2       School  Committee  Meeting,  Library,  7 

3/3       SADD  Breakfast.  High  School  Cafeteria.  6:45-8 

Grades  5  &  6  Dance,  Elementary  Cafeteria,  6:30-8:30 

3/7      Half  Day  Professional  Development 

3/ 1 0     Earth  Angels  Performance,  7:25 

3/1 1     Earth  Angels  Performance.  7:25 

3/ 1 6    School  Committee  Meeting,  Library.  7 

Title  1  Parents  Night,  6:30 

3/30    School  Committee  Meeting,  Library.  7 

4/6       Half  Day  Professional  Development 

4/7      SADD  Breakfast,  High  School  Cafeteria  6:45-8 

Altar  Egos,  CPAC.  7 

4/8       Altar  Egos,  CPAC,  7 

4/9      Altar  Egos.  CPAC,  2 

4/ 1 2     Middle  School  EXPO  Night.  6-8 

4/ 1 3     School  Committee  Meeting,  Library.  7 

4/14    Spring  Vacation  through  4/23 

4/27    School  Committee  Meeting,  Library.  7 

Community  News 


ASHLEY  FALLS  NATIONAL  GUARDSMAN  RETURNS  FROM  IRAQ 


When  Army  National  Guardsman  Jack  O'Donnell  married 
Elizabeth  (Liz)  Merola  and  moved  to  Ashley  Falls  in  2000,  he 
had  been  in  the  National  Guard  for  16  years  and  never  been 
activated.  He  told  Liz  that  it  would  be  very  unlikely  for  him 
to  be  called  and  mobilized  to  active  duty — after  all,  he  was  an 
army  specialist  for  weapons  of  mass  destruction,  and  there 
wasn't  much  need  for  his  area  of  expertise.  Less  than  four  years 
later,  he  found  himself  stationed  in  Iraq  for  an  11-month  tour. 
Here  is  their  story. 

Jack  joined  the  National  Guard  in  1984.  When  he  received 
his  bachelor's  degrees  in  physics  and  chemistry  from  UMass- 
Amherst  in  1983,  the  economy  was  poor  and  there  were  few 
jobs  for  chemists.  He  talked  to  a  recruiter  who  convinced  him 
that  joining  the  Guard  would  help  jumpstart  his  career.  He 
planned  to  complete  the  minimum  term  of  six  years,  but  even- 
tually decided  to  take  the  bonus  and  serve  additional  stints.  He 
was  almost  mobilized  in  the  early  '90s  with  the  104th  Infantry 
Battalion  to  serve  in  the  Gulf  for  Desert  Shield,  but  the  war 
was  over  in  100  hours.  Until  2004,  he  had  served  his  country 
one  weekend  per  month  and  two  weeks  per  year,  headquartered 
with  the  42nd  Infantry  Division  in  Troy,  NY. 

In  the  late  1990s,  Jack  and  Liz  met  as  many  couples  do 
these  days:  online.  They  were  married  on  September  2,  2000. 
At  the  time,  Jack  was  a  math  teacher  for  the  Pathfinder  Re- 
gional Vocational  Technical  High  School  in  Palmer,  MA,  east 
of  Springfield,  while  Liz  lived  in  Ashley  Falls  with  her  chil- 
dren, Michelle  and  Joseph.  Liz  worked  as  a  paraprofessional  at 
Undermountain  Elementary  School  and  was  completing  her 
degree  to  become  an  elementary  teacher  through  Westfield 
State  College. 

When  mobilized  in  June  2004,  Jack  was  promoted  to  mas- 
ter sergeant.  With  his  PhD  in  chemistry,  earned  at  UMASS 
Amherst  in  1997,  his  specialty  was  intelligence  on  weapons  of 
mass  destruction  and  his  anticipated  assignment  was  planning 
logistics  for  decontamination  and  reconnaissance. 

In  preparing  for  duty,  Jack  received  advanced  training, 
including  how  to  handle  IEPs,  improvised  explosive  devices,  or 
roadside  bombs.  He  would  be  part  of  the  command  and  control 
unit,  a  14-person  unit  that  organizes  the  work  of  the  field  units. 
Jack  had  expected  to  be  in  Iraq  for  one  year  by  November  2004, 
but  he  ended  up  stationed  at  Fort  Drum  in  New  York  for  seven 
trying  months.  Units  are  typically  activated  in  six  weeks  and 
placed  for  duty  within  three  months.  Jack  found  himself  in 
limbo,  putting  his  civilian  responsibilities  on  hold.  There  were 
practical  difficulties  as  well.  He  spent  the  early  part  of  the  win- 
ter near  the  Adirondacks  with  summer  uniforms! 

The  delay  seemed  to  revolve  around  the  Iraqi  elections  for 
a  transitional  government.  If  sent  as  scheduled,  his  infantry 
would  have  been  the  first  and  only  National  Guard  unit  to  re- 
place an  active  division  since  World  War  II.  It  seemed  politically 
important  to  Washington  to  have  the  active  division  in  charge 
in  Iraq  for  the  elections,  rather  than  a  Guard  unit. 

As  the  Iraq  situation  unfolded,  no  WMDs  were  found.  But 


Jack  was  already  activated  for  Iraq,  so  he  was  reassigned  to  a 
different  mission.  Eventually  he  headed  to  Iraq  for  a  10-month 
tour  as  the  top  enlisted  officer  for  the  Joint  Visitors  Bureau 
in  Tikrit,  Iraq,  near  an  oxbow  of  the  Tigres  River.  He  found 
himself  in  charge  of  operations  of  a  150-bed  hotel  that  would 
house  Iraqi  dignitaries,  working  with  seven  local  Iraqis  to  run 
the  facility.  He  found  the  Iraqis  to  be  friendly  and  very  capable. 
This  "hotel"  was  part  of  a  70-palace  complex  that  had  been 
built  since  1994  (probably  built  very  quickly  as  there  was  little 
evidence  that  any  type  of  building  code  was  followed)  when 
Saddam  Hussein  moved  north. 

Jack's  palace  was  located  at  Forward  Operating  Base 
Danger,  where  approximately  2,000  American  soldiers  were 
stationed.  The  palace  complex  was  a  walled  compound  and  con- 
sidered a  "safe"  assignment.  However,  during  Jack's  10-month 
tour  of  duty,  there  were  720  rounds  of  mortar  attacks  a  day. 
Jack  recalled  the  time  a  car  bomb  a  mile  away  at  the  north  gate 
blew  out  windows  in  his  area.  Several  Iraqi  police  were  killed  in 
that  attack. 

Coping  at  home 

When  asked  how  their  family  coped  with  Jack's  tour  in 
Iraq,  Liz  responded  that  "life  changed.  I  returned  to  being  a 
single  parent."  Her  older  daughter,  Michelle,  left  for  college  at 
St.  Michael's  in  Vermont  during  Jack's  tour,  leaving  Liz  and  her 
son,  Joseph,  to  take  care  of  the  household  responsibilities. 
Joseph  had  a  huge  transition.  He  had  been  commuting  with  his 
stepdad  to  Pathfinder  to  study  electronics  and  was  not  able  to 
finish  his  high  school  experience  there.  He  chose  a  non-tradi- 
tional path  and  became  a  dual-enrollment  student  at  Berkshire 
Community  College  in  the  engineering  program. 

This  presented  a  challenge  as  well — Joe  didn't  have  his  driv- 
ers' license  when  he  started  at  BCC.  Liz  worked  in  Sheffield  and 
attended  college  in  Westfield,  so  she  was  unable  to  drive  him. 
When  Joe  could,  he  rode  his  motorcycle  to  Pittsfield.  Other 
days,  he  either  rode  the  B-bus  out  of  Great  Barrington  or  ar- 
ranged carpools  with  other  students  or  BCC  staff  who  live  in 
south  county.  Joseph  and  Liz  are  most  grateful  to  Jenny  Russell, 
a  Sheffield  resident  who  is  an  adjunct  professor  of  English  at 
BCC.  Jenny  frequently  helped  Joe  get  to  and  from  Pittsfield.  Be- 
ing a  few  credits  short,  Joseph  will  not  be  graduating  from  BCC 
this  spring.  He  will  be  graduating  from  Pathfinder  though,  and 
will  have  many  credits  to  transfer  to  the  college  of  his  choice. 

Jack  and  Liz  found  communication  while  he  was  in  Iraq 
to  be  "not  impossible."  They  exchanged  letters  one  or  two  times 
a  week,  and  Jack  had  phone  access  once  a  week.  E-mail  was 
tough,  mostly  because  of  glitches  with  dial-up  service  at  home. 

The  hardest  part  for  Liz  was  the  unreliable  information 
they  would  receive  from  the  Army.  They  would  be  told  to  plan 
for  one  thing  and  then  have  it  change,  usually  with  short  notice. 

Jack  noted  during  his  duty  that  a  large  number  of  those 
activated  were  in  their  40s  and  50s,  many  with  multiple  health 
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problems.  There  was  a  real  shortage  of  soldiers  ages  18  to  22. 
As  he  knows  from  personal  experience,  when  the  economy  is 
bad  enlistment  goes  up. 

Now  that  he  is  home  again,  Jack  plans  to  re-settle  into  civil- 
ian life  in  Ashley  Falls,  with  Liz,  and  his  teaching  job  at  Path- 
finder and  go  back  to  enjoying  the  great  Berkshire  outdoors. 
The  National  Guard  is  supposed  to  be  activated  only  once  in  a 
five-year  period,  with  Article  4  of  the  Constitution  stating  that 
no  one  can  be  involuntarily  activated  more  than  two  years  for 
any  particular  "emergency."  Jack's  contract  with  the  Guard  ends 
in  November  2006,  and  he  hopes  no  new  emergency  occurs. 
While  very  proud  of  his  years  of  service  to  his  country,  he  does 
not  plan  to  re-enlist.  — Julie  Hannum 


SHEFFIELD  WATER  CO.,  INC. 

A  Privately  Owned  Public  Utility 
Serving  Sheffield  Since  1 895 

Pure  Water  Without  Purification 

'  1080  S.  Undermountain  Rd. 
PO  Box  295 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 
413-229-2777 


SHEFFIELD  MILESTONES 

Dorothy  Irma  Garfein 

Dorothy  Garfein  of  Silver  St.  died  on  Dec  27,  2005,  at  Fairview 
Hospital.  She  was  81  years  old. 

Born  in  1924  in  New  York  City,  daughter  of  Irving  L.  and 
Frances  Gruskin  Garfein,  she  graduated  in  1940  from  Hunter  Col- 
lege High  School  and  received  her  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  magna 
cum  laude  from  Hunter  College  in  1944.  She  was  elected  to  Phi 
Beta  Kappa.  She  worked  for  many  years  as  administrator  of  the 
welfare  fund  of  the  textile  union  in  New  York. 

Dorothy  came  to  love  the  Berkshires  from  summers  at  a  youth 
camp  and  later  acquired  a  summer  place.  Sheffield  was  her  home 
for  23  years  after  retirement  in  1985. 

A  daily  bird-watcher,  she  was  dedicated  to  supporting  and  pre- 
serving wildlife  and  land  conservation.  When  her  longtime  friend 
Edna  Scheinhartz  purchased  land  on  Silver  Street  in  1963,  the  two 
of  them  also  remodeled  the  red  barn  for  living  accommodations.  In 
1990  and  1991  they  deeded  a  total  of  245  acres  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Audubon  Society  as  a  bird  sanctuary.  Audubon  has  stewarded 
and  patrolled  the  sanctuary  since  then. 

Dorothy  was  an  active  member  of  the  community,  belonging 
to  many  organizations,  including  the  Massachusetts  Audubon 
Society,  The  Trustees  of  the  Reservations,  the  Sheffield  Historical 
Society,  The  Nature  Conservancy,  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust,  and 
the  League  of  Women  Voters  of  Central  Berkshire  County. 

A  memorial  observance  will  be  held  for  Dorothy  when 
weather  permits  a  walk  up  the  hill  to  an  observation  seat  overlook- 
ing the  sanctuary. 


NORTHEAST  TECHNICAL  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 
—RESIDENTIAL  REAL  ESTATE  APPRAISERS— 

80  Maple  Avenue,  Suite  A 
Great  Barrington,  Massachusetts  01230 


Henry  D.  Granger,  President 
Kevin  L.  Granger,  V.  P. 
Christine  Goldfinger,  Associate 
Jessica  Krupski,  Associate 


Certified  Residential  Appraiser 
Licensed  Residential  Appraiser 
Licensed  Residential  Appraise! 
Licensed  Residential  Appraiser 
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OLD  PARISH  WELCOMES  FRANCES  RUTHVEN 


When  the  Rev.  Frances  Ruthven  began  her 
interim  ministry  at  Old  Parish  Church  last 
year  she  first  commented  on  the  uniqueness 
of  our  several  Southern  Berkshire  commu- 
nities."Each  is  a  jewel  in  and  of  itself?'  she 
noted.  As  for  Sheffield,  she  immediately 
sensed  how  our  rural,  agricultural  setting 
colored  our  way  of  life,  and  commented 
appreciatively  on  "how  we  take  care  of  each 
other."  She  also  took  note  of  the  willingness 
of  Sheffield's  churches  to  work  together  on 
projects  of  mutual  interest. 

Fran  is  not  the  "settled"  pastor  of  Old 
Parish.  A  search  committee  has  been  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose.  Fran  is  an  Interim 
Ministry  Specialist  and  has  served  eight 
different  congregations  since  coming  to  the 
Berkshires  in  1994  with  her  husband,  Steve 
Bridges,  Pastor  of  First  Congregational 
Church  in  Stockbridge,  and  their  son, 
Drew,  now  14.  An  interim  minister  serves 
only  in  the  "in-between"  time  after  a  settled 
pastor  leaves  and  before  a  new  minister 
is  called  and  has  a  very  specific  focus:  to 
strengthen  a  congregation  and  help  it 
become  ready  to  receive  a  new  leader.  This 
includes  helping  a  church  clarify  its  identity, 
affirm  its  ministry  and  mission,  and  help  it 


establish  a  strong  financial  position. 

Fran  has  strong  credentials  to  bring  to 
her  work  with  Old  Parish.  Perhaps  most 
importantly,  she  has  the  enthusiastic  rec- 
ommendation of  such  United  Church  of 
Christ  congregations  as  those  in  William- 
stown,  Deerfield,  Amherst,  Agawam  and 
Hadley.  For  another,  her  gifts  and  talents 
have  brought  her  recognition  nationally. 
She  currently  serves  as  vice  president 
of  the  Interim  Ministry  Network,  an 
interdenominational  professional  orga- 
nization that  focuses  on  the  unique  tasks 
and  opportunities  of  the  interim  time  in  a 
church's  life. 

She  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Georgia  and  Harvard  University  Divinity 
School  and  received  a  Master  of  Theol- 
ogy degree  from  Columbia  Theological 
Seminary  in  Decatur,  GA.  In  addition 
to  her  interim  work,  she  has  also  served 
in  the  dean's  offices  at  Harvard,  Candler 
School  of  Theology  and  Columbia,  where 
she  was  Associate  Dean  of  Students.  From 
1991  to  1994  she  was  the  executive  direc- 
tor of  the  Thermal  Belt  Outreach  Ministry 
in  North  Carolina,  which  brought  help  to 
rural  Appalachia. 


INDOOR  FARMERS  MARKET  REOPENS 


Spring  is  nearly  here  and  that  means  the 
return  of  the  Indoor  Farmers  Market  at 
historic  Dewey  Memorial  Hall  on  the 
green  in  Sheffield.  Beginning  on  Satur- 
day, March  18  from  9:30  to  1:00,  come 
and  meet  your  neighbors  and  friends 
and  talk  over  a  cup  of  coffee  or  tea. 
Shop  for  baked  goods,  flowers,  lavender 
and  soap  products,  Berkshire  Mountain 
bread,  handcrafted  wares,  jams  and  jel- 
lies, and  many  other  items. 

While  you're  shopping  and  social- 
izing, you  can  enjoy  the  wonderful 
structure  erected  in  1887  by  the  friends 
of  Orville  Dewey  in  his  honor  as  a  com- 
munity gathering  spot.  Walking  into  the 
fieldstone  building  is  like  taking  a  step 
back  in  time.  Inside  the  wood-paneled 
hall,  you  will  find  new  lighting,  recently 
restored  works  of  art  on  the  walls, 
a  newly  refinished  wood  floor  and  a 
wood-beamed  vaulted  ceiling.  It  is  easy 
to  see  why  many  folks  have  chosen  to 


have  their  weddings,  bar  mitzvahs,  re- 
ceptions, concerts  and  family  gatherings 
here.  The  building  is  also  the  home  of 
the  Council  on  Aging  (COA),  Berkshire 
Children's  Chorus,  Taconic  Learning 
Center  educational  courses,  and  semi- 
nars/workshops sponsored  by  Berkshire 
organizations. 


COMMUNITY  HEALTH 
CONSIGNMENT  SALE 

Community  Health  Programs  is 
presenting  its  annual  consignment  sale 
of  maternity  and  children's  clothing 
on  Fri.,April  28, 6-8pm;  Sat., April  29, 
9-4,  and  Sunday  April  30,9-12.  Items 
are  half  price  the  last  day.The  sale  will 
take  place  at  Berkshire  South  Re- 
gional Community  Center  on  Crissey 
Rd.  in  Great  Barrington.  For  more 
information,  call  528-931  L 


i 





Frances  Ruthven,  interim  minister  at 
Old  Parish  Church. 

Now  she  brings  her  gifts  to  Shef- 
field. "I  appreciate  Old  Parish,"  she  offers. 
"People  there  are  very  open  to  trying  new 
things,  and  to  me  personally.  They  are  very 
supportive."  For  their  part,  the  parishioners 
of  Old  Parish  are  delighted  to  be  able  to 
call  her  their  pastor,  if  only  for  "the  in-be- 
tween time"!  — John  G.  Wightman 

DISASTER  INSURANCE 
FOR  VEGGIE  FARMERS 

USD  As  Farm  Service  Agency  in  Berkshire 
County  reminds  vegetable  farmers  to  sign 
up  for  the  Non-Insured  Disaster  Assis- 
tance Program  by  Mar.  15  to  be  eligible  for 
benefits  in  the  2006  crop  year.  Producers  of 
vegetables  for  farmers'  markets,  wholesale 
and  farm  stand  sales  can  benefit  from  this 
program,  which  provides  a  cushion  against 
losses  from  weather  related  calamities  and 
abnormalities.  Fees  are  $100  per  crop  per 
year.  For  $300,  all  the  vegetables  a  farmer 
grows  in  the  county  are  covered  except  sweet 
or  silage  corn  or  apples,  which  are  insurable 
through  regular  crop  insurance.  Signup 
deadlines  for  other  types  of  crops  including 
fruit,  honey,  forage,  and  maple  syrup  are  in 
the  fall  for  the  2007  crop  year. 

In  2005,  with  its  abnormally  cold 
weather  in  May  and  freak  rainfall  and  floods 
in  October,  the  program  made  substantial 
payments  in  the  county  for  losses  incurred. 
Enrollment  is  easy.  Contact  the  FS  A  Office 
at  78  Center  Street,  Room  206,  Pittsfield, 
MA  01201  or  call  413-443-1776  ext.  112  or 
e-mail  aimee.thayer@ma.usda.gov  for  more 
information  and  to  request  an  application. 
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CHURCH  NEWS 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley 
St,  Patrick's  Day  Dinner.  The  Annual 
St.  Patrick's  Day  Corned  Beef  8c  Cab- 
bage Dinner  will  be  held  Mar.  18  at  the 
Parish  Hall,  99  Maple  Ave.  Take-outs 
begin  at  4:30pm;  dinner  at  5pm.  $7  per 
person/  $15  for  family. 

Christ  Church  Episcopal 
TAIZE  Worship  during  Lent.  Mar. 
8,  15,  22,  29  and  April  5.  Come  and 
join  us  at  7pm  on  Wednesday  evenings 
during  the  season  of  Lent,  when  Christ 
Church  Episcopal  will  offer  TAIZE 
worship  services  for  the  entire  com- 
munity. The  service  includes  a  read- 
ing from  scripture,  a  brief  meditation, 
and  a  time  of  silence.  After  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  there  is  a  time  to  offer  our  own 
prayers  of  intercession  (for  those  we 
love  and  the  needs  of  our  world)  and 
of  thanksgiving  (for  our  many  bless- 
ings). Throughout  the  service  there  are 
simple  songs  based  on  words  from  the 
Bible.  These  are  repeated  several  times 
and  accompanied  by  piano,  guitar,  vio- 
lin, cello,  flute  and  clarinet.  Musicians 
are  welcome  to  join  us! 

The  TAIZE  worship  service  is  an 
offering  to  our  community:  a  chance 
to  come  and  rest  in  the  Lord  for  a  few 
minutes  every  week.  For  more  informa- 
tion, call  the  Rev.  Annie  Ryder  at  the 
church  office  at  229-8811. 

Sunday  Morning  Book  Study. 
During  Lent,  Christ  Church  Episco- 
pal will  be  studying  The  Seven  Last 
Words  from  the  Cross  by  the  Rev. 
Fleming  Rutledge.  We  will  meet  from 
9:15-9:45am,  between  the  two  wor- 
ship services,  and  discuss  a  new  chapter 
each  week.  The  study  will  be  led  by  the 
Rev.  Annie  Ryder,  and  the  Rev.  Fleming 
Rutledge  will  lead  it  on  at  least  one  of 
the  Sundays.  All  are  welcome! 

Sheffield  Food  Program 
Valentine's  Day  bounty.  Lack  of 
government  support  will  not  affect  the 
Sheffield  Food  Assistance  Program. 
The  program  is  completely  self-suf- 
ficient, thanks  to  the  year-round 
generosity  of  our  local  schools,  farms, 
churches,  scouts,  and  individuals. 
Valentine's  Day  brought  25  dozen  farm 
fresh  eggs  from  Howden  Farms  and  an 
over-flowing  barrel  at  Berkshire  Bank. 
How  grateful  we  are! 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 


ASHLEY  FALLS 


Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non-denominational) 

355  Clayton  Road  (413)  229-8560;  parsonage  (860)  824-7442. 

Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages  3-adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery  care 

provided;  Rev.  Edward  M.  Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist) 

1156  Ashley  Fails  Road  (413)229-2712.  Sunday:  9am  Service.  Pastor  Betty  LeGeyt 


GREAT  BARRINGTON 


Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstructionist) 

North  Street  (413)528-4197 

Friday,  8pm  &  Saturday,  10am.  Services  are  not  held  every  week.  Schedules  are  updated 

weekly  on  the  answering  machine,  including  special  services. 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire 

270  State  Road  (413)  528-6378 

Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service;  Saturday:  10am  Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study. 

Rabbi  Deborah  Zecher,  Assistant  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein 

Trinity  Lutheran 

198  Main  Street 

(413)  528-1330.  Sunday:  9am  Sunday  Worship.  Rev.  Steve  Edmiston 

Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of  South  Berkshire 

Meet  at  the  United  Methodist  Church,  198  Main  Street  (413)  528-4850; 
home  (413)  528-3106.  Sunday:  5pm.  Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 

SHEFFIELD 

Christ  Church  (Episcopal) 

180  Main  Street  (413)229-8811 

Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  &  childcare;  Thursday:  10am  Holy 

Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev  Anne  Ryder. 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses 

Rte  7  &  Kellogg  Road  (413)  229-8649.  The  public  is  welcome. 

Faith  Baptist 

640  North  Main  Street  (413)  229-0400  Sunday:  9:45am  Sunday  School;  10:45am 
Worship  Service;  6pm  Bible  Study;  Wednesday:  7pm  Mid-week  Service;  Pastor  L. V.  Moms. 

Old  Parish  (Congregational) 

125  Main  Street  (413)  229-8173  Sunday:  10am  Worship.  Interim  Pastor:  Frances  Ruthven; 
Sunday  School,  10am 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic) 

Maple  Avenue  (413)  229-3028;  Saturday:  4:00pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield  7:30am,  9am 
Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass.  Rev.  John  S.  Lis 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational) 

1970  N.  Main  Street,  www.sheffieldchapel.org ,  (413)  528-2911.  www.sheffieldchapel.org. 
10:45am  Sunday  Morning  Worship.  9:30am  Sunday  School  for  all  ages.  Tuesdays:  Group 
Prayer  Time  7pm.  Interim  Pastor:  George  Karl.  Jr. 


The  program  now  serves  26  fami- 
lies— almost  65  people — every  week. 
It  is  so  heart-warming  to  know  that  we 
are  able  to  do  this  and  that  we  live  in  a 
community  that  supports  its  neighbors. 

How  to  donate.  However,  the 
shelves  are  not  over-brimming.  Please 
do  not  forget  us.  You  may  donate  any 
grocery  stote  items  that  are  not  per- 
ishable—  paper  goods,  canned  and  jar 
and  box  goods,  seasonings,  specialty 
foods — anything  that  you  might  buy 
for  yourself.  Monetary  donations  will 
help  us  buy  the  hamburger,  hotdogs, 
or  chicken  that  are  the  base  of  each 


week's  food  basket.  Checks  may  be 
m.ide  out  to  Old  Parish  Church, 
memo  line  Food  Program,  and  mailed 
to  Old  Parish  Church,  Box  J87,  Shot 
field,  MA  01257. 


GRADUATION  NEWS 

Brenda  Gayl  Van  Deusen,  daughter  of 
Carl  and  Arlene  Van  Deusen  of  Shef- 
field, has  graduated  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  New  England  with  a  Master  of 
Science  in  Education  Degree  (MSEd). 


Library  News 


TALK  ON  HUDSON  A  'VIRTUAL  VISUAL  TOUR' 


On  a  balmy  (57  degree)  afternoon  in 
January,  Skidmore  Professor  Tom  Lewis 
treated  library  patrons  to  a  sumptuously 
illustrated  talk  on  his  book,  The  Hudson: 
A  History.  Published  by  Yale  University 
Press,  the  book  presents  an  overview 
of  the  river's  rich  past  from  its  geologi- 
cal formation  and  importance  to  Native 
Americans  to  Henry  Hudson's  "discovery" 
to  Burgoyne's  demise  during  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  During  the  19th  century 
the  Hudson  was  a  conduit  not  only  for 
goods  in  and  out  of  the  hinterland  but  for 
ideas  generated  by  political,  financial  and 
cultural  leaders  residing  along  its  banks. 
And  its  beauty  has  always  inspired  writ- 
ers such  as  Washington  Irving  and  artists 
such  as  Thomas  Cole,  who  founded  the 
Hudson  River  School  of  painters. 

Lewis  took  library  patrons  on  a  vir- 
tual visual  tour  of  the  river  through  time 
and  space,  noting  particular  views  from 


the  train  along  its  banks.  One,  for  in- 
stance, was  the  state  prison  at  Sing  Sing, 
which  became  known  as  the  "Big  House 
up  the  River."  Prisoners  mined  marble 
nearby  and  built  their  own  prison. 

Many  eccentrics  made  the  Hudson  fa- 
mous. One  of  its  most  unusual  characters 
was  Francis  Bannerman,  who  began  Amer- 
ica's first  "army-navy"  store,  selling  guns  and 
explosives  his  family  bought  as  government 
surplus  after  the  Civil  War.  While  his  shop 
was  in  Manhattan,  he  stored  ammunition 
at  a  castle  he  built  in  the  early  1900s  on  an 
island  off  Storm  King. 

The  river  has  always  been  important 
to  industry  aside  from  transportation. 
The  Dutch  traded  for  beaver  and  har- 
vested white  pine.  By  the  mid  1850s, 
major  ice  harvesting  operations  were 
based  along  the  river.  Manufacturing  and 
utilities  soon  followed.  By  the  1960s,  to 
call  attention  to  the  loss  of  view  corridors 


and  the  dumping  of  toxic  wastes  into  the 
river  by  innumerable  factories,  two  envi- 
ronmental efforts  that  became  national 
models  were  launched — Scenic  Hudson 
and  the  Sloop  Clearwater,  a  floating  edu- 
cational laboratory. 

— Jacqueline  Lee  Connell 


SCHOOL  VACATION 
PROGRAM 

The  library,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Sheffield  Historical  Society,  is  offering 
a  school  vacation  workshop  with  the 
theme  "What's  Growing." The  group 
will  start  at  the  Old  Stone  Store  and 
end  at  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library.There 
will  be  a  hands-on  activity,  plant-related 
project  to  take  home.  Registration  is 
mandatory!  Call  229-2694  or  229-7004. 
April  20, 1  -4pm. 


Master  License  Fully  Insured 

#A9383  30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 


-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 


New  Construction 
Landscape  Lighting 
Renovations 
Modular  Homes 

413-229-2561 


Sheffield  Historical  Society  presents: 

A  new  family-friendly  exhibition 

Those  Simple  Machine  "What's  Its":  Tools  that  help 

us  do  our  chores 

Saturday,  April  1,  through  Sunday, 
April  30,  at  the  Old  Stone  Store, 
Route  7,  Sheffield. 
Hours:  Saturdays  10-2, 
Sundays  11-3 


The  exhibition  is  free 

and  open  to  the  public. 

Take  the  object 

identification  challenge! 

Special  Addition- -A  new 

Hands-on  room 

Using  simple  machines,  young  visitors  will  be  able  to 

create  new  objects  to  take  home. 

Work  has  never  been  so  much  fun! 

Come  and  explore!   # 
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RECOMMENDED  READING 


The  Great  War  for  Civilization:  the  Con- 
quest of  the  Middle  East  by  Robert  Fisk 
(Knopf  2005).  Reading  all  1,038  pages  of 
this  brilliant  and  controversial  book  is  a 
major  project.  But  the  task  is  made  easier 
by  the  quality  of  Fisk's  writing.  It  is  a  rivet- 
ing story — an  impassioned,  fast-paced  and 
often  fiercely  partisan  narrative  of  almost 
100  years  of  brutality,  genocide,  misrule, 
injustice  and  tragedy  in  an  area  of  critical 
importance  for  the  United  States.  Since 
the  mid-1970s,  when  he  started  his  career 
as  a  Middle  East  correspondent,  the  au- 
thor has  spent  much  of  his  time  dodging 
bullets  and  bombs  and  being  threatened 
by  mad  mullahs  and  American  neocons 
and  irate  government  officials. 

The  "war"  in  the  book's  rather  pomp- 
ous title  refers  to  the  seemingly  non-stop 
series  of  conflicts  in  the  Middle  East  from 
the  First  World  War  to  the  US.'s  2003 
invasion  and  occupation  of  Iraq.  These  in- 
clude Britain's  and  Frances  mostly  indirect 
rule  of  the  Levant  and  Mesopotamia  after 
World  War  I,  enforced,  in  the  case  of  the 
British  occupation  of  Iraq,  by  what  was 
perhaps  the  first  indiscriminate  bombing 
of  noncombatant  and  helpless  villagers. 
After  the  Second  World  War,  the  conflicts 
continued:  the  ill-fated  1956  British/ 
French/Israeli  invasion  of  Egypt  following 
Nasser's  nationalization  of  the  Suez  Canal, 
the  ongoing  Israeli/ Palestinian  conflict 
(Fisk's  chapter  heading  is  "The  Last  Colo- 
nial War"),  the  overthrow — twice — of  the 
brutal,  corrupt,  repressive  and  American- 
and  British-backed  regime  of  the  Shah  of 
Iran  with  a  bloody  aftermath  that  reminds 
one  of  the  Paris  Terror  during  the  French 
Revolution.  In  1979,  the  Soviets  invaded 
and  occupied  Afghanistan  for  a  decade; 
more  than  a  million  Afghans  died  and  six 
million  fled  the  country.  There  followed 
Saddam  Hussein's  eight-year  war  against 
Iran  in  the  1980s  in  which  Saddam  Hus- 
sein was  covertly  supported  by  the  U.S. 
and  Britain,  in  which  nearly  1.5  million 
died,  two  Israeli  invasions  and  a  civil  war 
in  Lebanon  (more  than  17,500  civilians 
died)  and  the  1991  Gulf  War  (perhaps 
150,000  Iraqi  dead). 

A  Briton  living  in  Beirut,  Fisk 
worked  for  many  years  as  a  Middle  East 
correspondent  for  The  London  Times. 
He  resigned  in  a  huff  over  what  he 
regarded  as  improper  editorial  control 
over  his  reporting  after  the  papers  ac- 
quisition by  Rupert  Murdoch.  He  now 


writes  for  The  Independent,  another 
London  based  newspaper. 

Fisk  speaks  Arabic  and  is  or  was 
acquainted  with  a  large  number  of  the 
most  dangerous  people  in  the  region.  He 
conducted  two  exclusive  interviews  with 
Osama  bin  Laden  ("my  first  impression 
was  of  a  shy  man"),  one  in  the  Sudan  and 
the  other,  by  bin  Laden's  personal  invita- 
tion, in  a  guerilla  camp  in  Soviet-occu- 
pied Afghanistan. 

Fisk  has  many  axes  to  grind  and  does 
so  with  gusto.  Few  of  the  important  play- 
ers in  the  Middle  Eastern  tragedy  escape 
his  criticism.  The  United  States  is  one  of 
his  principal  targets  for,  to  name  only  two 
misdeeds  he  enumerates,  the  seemingly 
grossly  negligent  shooting  down  of  an  Ira- 
nian civilian  Airbus  with  290  passengers 
and  crew  by  the  U.S.  Navy  in  1988  and  its 
cynical  betrayal  of  the  Iraqi  Shiite  Arabs 
and  Kurds  in  the  aftermath  of  the  Gulf 
War.  In  passing,  he  does  hatchet  jobs  on 
international  arms  dealers,  the  Turks  (for 
the  1915  Armenian  massacres  in  which 
1.5  million  Armenians  were  murdered), 
the  Kurds  (who  willingly  participated 
in  this  holocaust),  the  bloodthirsty  and 
tyrannical  Iranian  ayatollahs  and  mul- 
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10-8 

10-5 
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lahs  who  succeeded  the  Shah,  Palestinian 
and  other  Arab  leaders  and  last  but  by  no 
means  least  Israeli  leaders.  The  New  York 
Times  and  other  American  newspapers 
are  not  spared.  Fisk  lambastes  them  for 
what  he  calls  their  "craven"  and  uncritical 
reporting  on  the  Middle  East  and  excessive 
deference  to  our  government.  As  Daniel 
Okrent,  the  former  public  editor  of  the 
Times,  said  recently,  "In  a  time  of  war,  edi- 
tors grow  epaulettes  on  their  shoulders." 

The  author's  impassioned  attacks  will 
anger  and  put  some  readers  off.  This  is 
unfortunate  because  Fisk  has  written  an 
immensely  rewarding  and  readable  book. 
It  is  an  important  resource  for  anyone 
seeking  to  understand  how  we  got  so 
deeply  involved  in  the  Middle  East  and 
why  we  are  so  mistrusted  and  hated  in 
the  region.  — Peter  Rowntree 


COMING  EVENT 


Book  talk  on  Intimate 
Creativity:  Partners  in  Love  and 
Art  by  Irving  and  Suzanne  Sar- 
noff.  The  Library  will  host  a  book 
talk  at  2pm  on  April  8  on  this  work 
of  particular  interest  for  Sheffield 
artists  and  lovers.  It  explores  how  a 
couple's  involvement  as  lovers  influ- 
ences their  creative  collaboration 
and  their  relationship. Topics  include 


how  communication  resolves  con- 
flicts and  helps  reach  consensus,  the 
connection  between  creativity  and 
sexuality  and  the  possibilities  for  any 
couple  to  expand  their  intimacy.  Psy- 
chologists Irving  and  Suzanne  Sarnoff 
interviewed  artistic  couples  such  as 
Christo  and  Jeanne-Claude  and  also 
draw  on  historical  and  contemporary 
literature  about  similar  teams. 
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Town   Warrant  &  Town  Meeting 


Town  Meeting,  May  I 
Town  Elections,  May  8 

Here  are  some  of  the  issues 
that  will  be  put  to  the  vote. 


REFORMATTED  ZONING  BY-LAWS  TO  BE  VOTED  ON  AT  TOWN  MEETING 


Thanks  to  a  Smart  Growth  Technical  Assistance  Grant  from 
the  state  of  Massachusetts,  Sheffield's  zoning  by-laws  have  been 
reformatted  to  improve  their  clarity  as  well  as  being  updated 
for  compliance  with  new  state  and  federal  statutes.  The  new 
language  will  be  available  for  review  before  Town  Meeting  in 
May,  and  one  or  more  information  sessions  will  be  held.  Voters 
will  be  asked  to  approve  the  reformatted  by-laws  at  the  annual 
town  meeting  in  May.  The  changes  aren't  intended  to  revise  the 
by-laws,  but  to  make  sure  the  language  is  not  misleading  and 
the  by-laws  are  not  in  conflict  with  state  or  federal  law. 

The  goal  of  the  grant,  which  has  been  administered 
through  the  Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Commission 
(BRPC),  is  to  provide  the  citizens  of  Sheffield,  the  Planning 
Board  and  other  town  boards  and  the  town's  zoning  enforce- 
ment officer  with  a  set  of  clear,  up-to-date  zoning  by-laws  that 
will  be  easier  for  all  to  read  and  understand.  The  proposed 
reformat  was  drafted  last  year  by  Mark  Bobrowski,  an  attor- 
ney and  noted  authority  on  land  use  laws,  as  part  of  an  earlier 
Smart  Growth  grant. 

A  committee  has  recently  begun  meeting  weekly  to  review 
that  draft  and  compare  it  with  the  current  by-laws  for  accu- 
racy, interpretation  and  clarity.  As  they  go  through  the  statute 
language,  the  committee  is  noting  any  areas  that  may  warrant 
revision  in  the  future.  Any  such  changes  would  be  discussed  in 
the  town  and  voted  on  at  a  future  town  meeting. 

The  committee  represents  a  variety  of  constituencies,  with 
people  who  are  experienced  in  using  and  interpreting  our  zon- 
ing by-laws  as  well  as  newcomers  to  the  process.  Members  in- 
clude Fred  Gordon,  Tony  Gulotta,  Julie  Hannum,  Doc  Nourse, 
Dave  Macy,  Peter  Rowntree,  David  West,  Joe  Wilkinson  and 
Rene  Wood.  Tom  Carmody,  the  town's  new  Building  Inspec- 
tor/Zoning Enforcement  Officer,  has  also  agreed  to  partici- 
pate, along  with  Brent  Getchell,  the  former  inspector  who  was 
recently  appointed  assistant  building  inspector.  The  grant  has 
allowed  the  town  to  hire  Tom  Matuszko  of  BRPC  to  facilitate 
the  meetings  and  provide  technical  assistance.  Bobrowski  will 
provide  consulting  services  as  needed.  Town  Counsel  will  also 
be  reviewing  the  new  zoning  by-laws  document. 

Why  spend  time  on  this  process? 

Recently  those  attending  one  of  the  weekly  meetings  took 
a  few  minutes  to  share  why  we  are  willing  to  spend  the  time 
"doing  our  homework" — studying  the  new  document,  reading 
background  materials  and  reviewing  the  current  zoning  by-laws 
with  a  fine  toothed  comb — and  attending  a  weekly  meeting. 

David  West,  a  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  member,  Dave 
Macy,  a  Selectman,  and  Doc  Nourse,  a  member  of  the  Plan- 
ning Board,  have  been  involved  with  town  affairs  for  many 
years.  As  veterans  of  the  first  Zoning  By-Laws  Committee, 
they  ail  agree  that  "it  is  time  for  the  town  to  simplify  and 
clarify  our  zoning  regulations  and  to  get  into  compliance  with 
current  state  statutes." 

Newcomer  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  Julie  Hannum  has 


been  immersed  in  the  town's  general  laws  and  zoning  regu- 
lations since  her  first  week  on  the  job,  when  called  by  citi- 
zens who  were  concerned  about  various  issues.  "There  is  no 
better  way  for  me  to  learn  about  the  nuances  of  zoning  than 
to  participate  on  this  committee.  It's  a  very  hard-working 
group  and  includes  some  dedicated  veterans.  It  is  clear  that 
our  current  regs  need  updating,  and  that  the  town  has  some 
decisions  to  make  in  the  not-too-distant  future  regarding 
possible  zoning  revisions." 

Tony  Gulotta,  a  life-long  resident  of  Sheffield  who's 
actively  involved  with  the  community,  does  not  mind  putting 
in  the  hours  despite  his  typical  4:30am  start  time  at  Gulotta's 
Mobil  most  mornings.  "I  want  to  give  back  to  the  community. 
I'm  here  because  a  lot  of  good  people  are  doing  good  things 
for  the  town.  It's  very  important  that  our  zoning  regulations 
be  in  compliance  with  the  state.  Plus,  I  returned  to  Sheffield 
to  raise  my  family,  and  I  want  to  protect  Sheffield's  rural  char- 
acter for  all  of  our  children." 

Rene  Wood,  current  chairperson  of  the  Planning  Board, 
also  cares  deeply  about  Sheffield  and  its  future  growth. "It's  an 
honor  to  work  with  such  a  great  committee  and  members  who 
know  town  history  and  the  development  of  our  current  zon- 
ing regulations.  This  is  a  real  team  effort.  The  process  is  a  lot  of 
work,  and  takes  a  lot  of  time.  Many  great  suggestions  have  been 
incorporated,  and  I  hope  and  believe  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls 
residents  will  be  pleased  with  the  results.  It's  critical  for  the 
by-laws  to  be  in  compliance,  but  it's  just  as  important  that  the 
by-laws  be  understandable.  It's  quite  incredible  that  our  current 
by-laws  have  stood  the  test  of  time  so  well,  for  so  long.  This 
speaks  to  the  quality  of  the  previous  work  as  well  as  the  effort 
required  to  revise  them." 

If  citizens  have  any  questions  about  the  by-law  reformat- 
ting process,  please  contact  any  member  of  the  committee. 
Meetings  are  usually  held  on  Wednesday  or  Thursday  evenings 
and  are  open  to  the  public.  Check  the  calendar  on  the  town's 
new  website:  www.sheffieldma.gov,  or  postings  on  the  bulletin 
boards  at  Town  Hall  or  the  library.  — Julie  Hannum 

AGRICULTURAL  COMMISSION 

Following  up  on  one  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Master  Plan 
and  the  adoption  of  a  right-to-farm  bylaw  at  last  year's  Town 
Meeting,  the  Town  is  working  on  a  warrant  article  for  this  year's 
meeting  that  would  set  up  a  town  Agricultural  Commission. 
Some  25  communities  in  western  Massachusetts  currently  have 
such  commissions.  For  more  on  what  Agricultural  Commissions 
do,  see  the  article  on  page  4. 

The  volunteer  group  that  developed  the  right-to-farm  by- 
law, including  many  of  Sheffield's  farmers,  came  together  again  to 
work  out  the  proposal  for  the  commission.  At  meetings  in  Febru- 
ary and  March,  they  have  been  reviewing  state  and  other  models 
before  making  a  recommendation  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 
Meetings  are  open  to  the  public  and  are  posted  at  Town  Hall. 
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CHANCES  ON  CELL  TOWER  REGS  &  NEW  ADULT  ZONING 


The  Planning  Board  is  putting  two  articles  on  the  town  warrant 
for  voter  consideration  at  the  May  1  town  meeting.  One  updates 
the  existing  by-law  regulating  cell  towers  and  other  wireless 
transmissions.  The  other  sets  up  regulations  for  adult  entertain- 
ment uses. 

Cell  towers.  The  current  cell  tower  by-law  was  adopted  in 
May  2001  and  has  served  the  town  well  until  recently.  Two  car- 
riers applied  for  special  permits  to  be  included  on  the  tower  on 
Larkin  family  property  near  Route  7.  Verizon  applied  for  a  spe- 
cial permit  to  upgrade  the  antennas  on  the  Massini  tower  near 
Route  7  A.  While  the  by-law  requires  what's  called  "co-location," 
or  requiring  additional  carriers  to  locate  on  an  existing  tower,  it 
became  clear  that  the  current  by-law  does  not  spell  out  what  in- 
formation such  applicants  need  to  provide.  While  the  board  was 
able  to  address  this  and  eventually  approve  the  special  permits  by 
using  a  provision  in  another  section  of  the  by-law,  a  revised  by- 
law will  make  the  process  clear  to  future  applicants  and  planning 
board  members. 

In  addition,  all  the  applicants  balked  at  the  indemnification 
clause  of  the  by-law,  which  town  counsel  indicates  is  not  needed. 
The  proposed  by-law  removes  this  requirement. 

The  new  language  also  clarifies  who  pays  application  fees  and 
that  applicants  are  responsible  for  any  independent  consultant 
fees  associated  with  their  application.  Another  change  deletes 
a  section  dealing  with  permit  expiration  and  renewal  as  this  is 
already  covered  under  other  sections.  The  proposed  by-law  also 
renumbers  one  section  and  corrects  two  typographic  errors. 

Adult  Entertainment  zoning.  During  the  recent  review  of 
town  zoning  by-laws,  the  Planning  Board  learned  that  without 
specific  provisions  regulating  adult  bookstores,  video  stores,  and 
other  adult  entertainment  uses,  such  a  business  could  locate 
anywhere  in  the  town,  including  next  to  any  residence,  church  or 
school,  with  no  redress  available  under  town  regulations. 

This  is  because  adult  entertainment  uses  are  considered  a 
First  Amendment  right  and  protected  by  both  the  U.S.  Constitu- 
tion and  Massachusetts  law.  But  while  a  protected  right,  commu- 
nities can  still  regulate  the  location  and  conduct  of  such  busi- 
nesses and  require  they  go  through  a  special  permit  process.  This 
regulation  is  done  through  the  town's  zoning  by-laws. 

(While  newspapers  recently  have  carried  stories  about  poten- 
tial adult  entertainment  uses  in  Pittsfield  and  at  least  one  other 
Berkshire  community,  the  Planning  Board  knows  of  no  such  plans 
for  our  town.  However,  as  has  been  seen  in  these  other  communi- 
ties, things  can  quickly  change.) 

The  proposed  by-law  defines  adult  entertainment  uses 
following  Massachusetts  General  Law  terminology,  would  al- 
low such  defined  uses  only  in  a  specific  location  of  town,  a  new 
overlay  district  called  the  Adult  Entertainment  Overlay  District, 
and  would  regulate  them  according  to  the  town's  special  permit 
process,  with  several  additional  provisions.  The  proposed  dis- 
trict overlays  most  of  the  town's  northern  Commercial  District, 
bounding  an  area  from  the  Great  Barrington/Sheffield  town  line 
300  feet  east  of  West  Rd.,  south  along  West  Rd.  to  Lime  Kiln 
Rd.,  east  along  Lime  Kiln  Rd.  to  Route  7,  across  Route  7  to  the 
Housatonic  River,  north  along  the  river  to  the  town  line  and  west 
to  where  it  started. 

The  proposed  by-law  limits  any  defined  Adult  Entertainment 
usage  750  feet  from  residential  zones  (the  town's  Rural  District 


and  Village  Center  District);  any  religious  facility  school,  public  li- 
brary or  day-care  facility;  any  public  playground,  park,  recreational 
or  youth  center;  or  any  other  Adult  Entertainment  establishment. 
The  board  is  mapping  these  restrictions  out  to  see  if  they  will  meet 
the  legal  requirement  that  opportunity  for  such  use  be  available. 

In  addition,  the  proposed  by-law  would  require  that  those 
who  own  or  manage  such  an  establishment  would  have  to  be 
identified  and  provide  a  sworn  statement  that  they  have  not  been 
convicted  of  violating  certain  state  laws.  It  would  require  that  such 
buildings  openings,  entries  and  windows  be  screened  to  prevent 
visual  access  by  the  public  and  require  a  5-foot  evergreen  bar- 
rier or  solid  fence  across  the  property  frontage.  It  includes  sign 
and  parking  restrictions  and  would  limit  the  size  of  such  a  usage, 
which  could  not  be  combined  with  any  other  retail,  consumer 
or  residential  usages.  The  proposed  by-law  would  also  give  the 
Planning  Board  the  authority  to  impose  reasonable  conditions, 
safeguards  and  limitations  as  it  deemed  appropriate  to  protect  the 
public  health,  safety  and  welfare. 

Under  the  proposed  by-law,  any  special  permit  issued  for  such 
uses  would  last  two  years,  be  considered  for  renewal  it  a  written 
request  is  received  prior  to  expiration  and  no  object  to  the  renewal 
is  made.  The  renewal  request  would  need  to  be  approved  by  the 
Planning  Board. 

Since  the  board  ran  the  first  of  two  required  legal  notices  on 
Feb.  23  in  the  Berkshire  Record,  anyone  wanting  to  open  such  a 
business  would  be  bound  and  regulated  by  the  proposed  by-law  if 
voters  approve  it.  Zoning  by-law  amendments  require  approval  by 
two-thirds  of  the  voters  present  at  Town  Meeting. 

Hearings  scheduled 

Sheffield  residents  will  have  die  opportunity  to  provide  their 
input  to  the  Planning  Board  about  the  Adult  Entertainment 
by-law  at  the  public  hearing  scheduled  for  March  21.  1st  floor 
conference  room,  Town  Hall.  The  hearing  on  the  cell -tower  by-law- 
changes  will  follow  at  9pm.  If  you  are  not  able  to  attend  in  person 
and  wish  to  provide  input,  a  letter  may  be  sent  to  the  Board  P.  O. 
Box  325,  Sheffield  01257,  or  put  in  the  boards  mailbox  outside  the 
Town  Administrator's  office  on  the  second  floor  of  Town  Hall.  All 
letters  will  be  read  at  the  public  hearing  so  your  voice  will  be  heard. 

The  complete  text  of  both  proposed  by-laws  is  available 
from  the  Town  Clerks  office  and  on  the  towns  web  sire  at  www. 
sheffreld.gov. 


Est  1967 


SHEFFIELD  REALTY 

P0  BOX  381 

SHEFFIELD,  MA  01 257 

LET  EXPERIENCE  WORK  FOR  YOU 


BOB  VAN  DEUSEN-BROKER 
PHONE:  413-229-8861 
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Town   Warrant  &  Town  Meeting 


TOWN  TO  VOTE  ON  LEGION  LAND  FOR  USE  AS  SENIOR  CENTER 


The  Sheffield  Post  Home,  Inc.,  the  busi- 
ness entity  of  American  Legion  Post 
340  on  Rt.  7,  has  proposed  to  transfer 
to  the  Town  of  Sheffield  a  piece  of  land 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  senior 
center.  In  return  for  transferring  owner- 
ship of  the  land,  the  Town  would  agree 
to  care  for  the  lawn,  pay  for  the  Post 
Home's  propane,  electric  and  water; 
blacktop  and  maintain  the  parking  lot, 
which  would  be  used  by  both  the  Le- 
gion and  the  Senior  Center;  and  provide 
storage  for  the  medical  rehabilitation 
equipment  now  housed  in  the  Legion's 
storage  building. 

The  land  forms  a  triangle  from  the 
current  parking  lot  west  to  the  railroad 
track,  with  Cook  Rd.  to  the  north  and 
Old  Mill  Rd.  to  the  south. 
The  Legion  Post  would  retain  control  of 
their  functions  and  building. 

The  Post  Home  further  proposed 
that  should  the  Post  dissolve,  it  would 


transfer  the  deed  to  the  remaining  prop- 
erty and  structures  to  the  Town. 

In  its  report  to  the  selectmen,  the 
ad  hoc  committee  working  on  finding 
a  new  sire  for  a  Senior  Center  said  that 
this  location  meets  the  guidelines  they 
set  in  their  study.  It  is  a  familiar,  easy- 
to-access  location,  one  familiar  from  the 
many  pancake  breakfast  and  barbecues 
held  there.  There  are  two  entries  from 
Rt.  7  and  access  from  the  west  without 
going  on  Rt.  7.  There  is  adequate  off- 
road  parking.  The  lot  is  large  enough 
to  hold  a  building  that  has  room  for  a 
small  kitchen,  a  lounge/meeting  room 
for  card  games  and  exercise  classes,  a 
private  nurse's  office  for  blood  pressure 
and  foot  clinics,  an  office  for  the  director, 
and  space  for  private  consultations  when 
people  need  referral  to  helping  services 

Thomas  Carmody,  the  town  build- 
ing inspector  says  the  site  looks  good. 
The  Conservation  Commission  reports 


that  it  is  not  in  the  flood  plain.  The 
Planning  Board  says  it  fits  well  in  the 
Master  Plan  because  this  area  is  zoned 
as  Village  Center.  The  Council  On 
Aging  approves  of  the  location.  Rae 
Eastman,  the  director  of  the  senior 
center  says  she  is  anxious  to  move  into  a 
facility  where  activities  and  services  can 
be  increased. 

The  Senior  Center  and  Council  On 
Aging  are  currently  located  at  Dewey 
Memorial  Hall,  where  many  of  the 
Senior  Center's  functions  have  to  be 
jammed  into  a  single  room.  At  their  Jan. 
18  meeting,  the  selectmen  voted  unani- 
mously to  place  an  article  on  the  warrant 
at  the  annual  town  meeting  asking  vot- 
ers to  accept  this  proposal.  A  yes  vote  on 
the  article  will  allow  the  Town  to  move 
forward  on  its  plan  to  provide  an  activity 
center  for  Sheffield's  growing  population 
of  seniors. 

— Pauline  W.  Schumann 


CARL  VAN  DEUSEN 

ELECTRICIAN  -  MA  LIC.  #36403E 

HEATING /AIR  CONDITIONING 

MA  LIC.  #BU024769  /  CT  LIC.  #353948 

OVER  30  YEARS  EXPERIENCE  IN  THE  TRADES 

ZENEX  CENTRAL  VACUUM  SYSTEMS 

AUTHORIZED  DISTRIBUTOR  -  SALES,  SERVICE, 

INSTALLATION 

PHONE:  413-229-8624 


CATERING 

All  Size  Parties 


Specialized  Sandwiches, 
Soups,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

Lottery  •  Beer  .  Wine  •  Groceries 

139  £outh  Main  St.,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 


ALFORD  FARM  REALTY,  INC. 
248  East  Road,  Alford,  MA  01266 


Joel  Weiss 

Sales  Associate 

413-528-4201~Fax  413-528-5629 

Residence  413-229-8061~Fax  413-229-8078 

Email  pw213@worldnet.att.net 
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Village  Green 


Televised  Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings 

can  also  be  seen  on  CTSB  Cable  Channel 

16.  Check  schedule  for  times. 

Not  all  meetings  are  televised. 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN:  FROM  THE  MEETING  MINUTES 


12/5 — The  board  approved  Sheffield 
Land  Group's  Conservation  Restriction 
for  53  acres  on  Bow  Wow  Road.  It  moved 
to  appoint  Tom  Carmody  as  Building 
Inspector,  pending  State  Inspector  ap- 
proval, and  Brent  Getchell  as  Assistant 
Building  Inspector. 

Selectman  David  Macy  moved  to 
re-appoint  Town  Administrator  Weitz, 
as  per  a  previously  approved  employ- 
ment agreement.  The  motion  carried  with 
Selectman  Julie  Hannum  abstaining  on 
the  basis  that  she  had  not  participated  in 
negotiations,  which  occurred  prior  to  her 
being  a  Selectman. 

Chairman  Janet  Stanton  stated  that 
very  few  towns  have  Selectmen  meetings 
on  a  weekly  basis,  and  asked  the  Board  to 
consider  changing  the  meeting  schedule. 
[Starting Jan.  1,  the  Board  meets  two  times 
a  month,  on  the  first  and  third  Monday,  at 
7pm.  If  a  Monday  is  a  holiday,  the  Board 
will  meet  the  next  day.] 

12/19— Rene  Wood,  Chair  of  the  Plan- 
ning Board,  updated  the  Selectmen  on  the 
Smart  Growth  Grant  and  start-up  of  the 
Master  Plan  Implementation  Advisory 
Committee  (I AC).  [See  stories  on  pages  12 
and  16.]  Wood  stated  that  the  first  6  to 
12  months  will  set  the  tone  on  how  the 
Master  Plan  is  implemented.  The  Select- 
men agreed  to  play  an  active  role  by  having 
a  representative  on  the  IAC.  Town  Ad- 
ministrator Weitz  will  serve  on  the  Water 
Protection  sub-Committee.  The  Board 
thanked  Ms  Wood  for  all  she  does  and  for 
her  involvement. 

At  the  recommendation  of  the  Se- 
nior Center  Director,  Rae  Eastman,  the 
board  appointed  Pauline  Schumann  and 
Doris  Traub  to  the  Council  on  Aging.  At 
the  recommendation  of  Town  Adminis- 
trator Weitz  and  Highway  Superinten- 
dent Ron  Bassett,  the  board  appointed 
James  Beckwith  to  the  Highway  Dept.  as 
a  heavy  equipment  operator. 

1/3 — Town  Administrator  Weitz  recom- 
mended granting  holiday  pay  to  Transfer 
Station  employees  since  Dec.  25  was 
on  Sunday,  a  day  the  Transfer  Station 
normally  is  open,  and  the  Board  approved 
the  motion  unanimously. 


The  Board  approved  the  applica- 
tion for  transfer  of  Class  2  AutoDealers 
License  formerly  issued  to  Dana  Barth- 
lomew  to  Mary  N.  (known  as  Beth) 
Barthlomew. 

Selectman  Hannum  praised  the 
Highway  Dept.  for  their  hard  work  clear- 
ing the  roads  during  the  holiday  storm,  as 
well  as  today's. 

Weitz  indicated  that  the  town's 
website  is  in  the  construction  phase,  with 
public  access  anticipated  between  January 
19  and  February  1st.  [The  website  is  up 
and  running:  www.townofsheffield.com  or 
www.sheffieldma.gov.] 

Weitz  indicated  that  the  American 
Legion  advised  that  they  will  be  able  to 
provide  a  date  for  a  joint  Selectmen/ 
American  Legion  Meeting  regarding 
the  Senior  Center  after  their  meeting 
this  Friday. 

Hannum  reported  that  a  speaker  at  a 
Southern  Berkshire  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce advised  that  the  State  Legislature 
is  trying  to  bring  back  100  percent  of 
lottery  moneys  to  towns.  Currently  it  is 
70  or  80  percent. 

1/9 — The  Board  considered  issues 
related  to  proposed  uses  in  the  Sheffield 
Business  Park  on  East  Stahl  Rd.  by  City 
Moves,  also  known  as  CMR,  LLC  [the 
Planning  Board  also  dealt  with  these  issues; 
see  page  16]. 

Eric  Carlson  of  the  Industrial  Devel- 
opment Commission  explained  that  retail 
uses  are  not  allowed  in  the  Business  Park. 
Kate  McCormack,  speaking  for  City 
Moves,  stated  that  retail  use  was  mis- 
stated in  the  Special  Permit  application. 
The  firm  is  not  planning  on  selling  to  the 
general  public,  but  will  be  selling  boxes, 
etc.  to  customers  who  they  are  moving. 
Kevin  Moran  stated  that  the  storage 
building  is  not  self-storage.  The  building 
will  be  accessible  only  from  the  inside  and 
is  not  accessible  to  customers  but  will  be 
controlled  by  City  Moves.  This  climate- 
controlled  interior  will  only  have  two 
doors  to  access  a  center  interior  aisle. 

The  project  is  a  three-phase  build- 
ing project,  with  only  two  parts  being 
applied  for  a  Special  Permit.  Selectman 
Macy  suggested  that  the  Selectmen  send 


a  memo  to  the  Planning  Board  about 
what  has  been  reviewed  by  the  Board 
for  proposed  uses  and  buildings.  Kate 
McCormack  will  draft  an  outline  of  the 
proposed  project  and  send  it  to  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  and  the  Planning  Board. 

1/11 — The  Board  met  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Sheffield  Post  Home, 
Inc.,  owners  of  the  American  Legion 
property  on  Route  7,  regarding  transfer- 
ring to  the  town  a  piece  of  land  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  a  Senior  Center. 
The  Board's  initial  response  was  favor- 
able, and  it  will  take  the  proposal  up  at 
their  next  meeting. 

The  Board  decided  to  adopt  a  policy 
that  any  non-emergency  tree  removal  will 
be  preceded  by  a  letter  to  the  abutting 
property  owner. 

The  Board  decided  to  ask  the  tenants 
of  the  Sheffield  Business  Park  to  suggest 
a  name  for  the  road  that  leads  into  the 
area  off  East  Stahl  Rd. 

Selectman  Hannum  asked  the  Board 
to  consider  membership  in  the  Southern 
Berkshire  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
the  motion  carried  unanimously.  Han- 
num will  serve  as  the  town's  representa- 
tive to  the  chamber. 


HAIR-SKIN-BODY-NAILS 

413-229-0258 

647  North  Main  St.  (Rte.  7) 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Hours:  Daily  9-5, 
Thurs.  12-8,  Sat.  8-1 

REDKIN  •  MATRLX  #OPI 
ESSIE  •  DR.  HAUSCHKA 
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PLANNING  BOARD 

Summary  of  Planning  Board  business  for 
the  months  of  January  and  February: 
The  board  held  several  conversations 
with  Susan  and  Robert  Butler  of  Shun- 
pike  Rd.  to  discuss  their  inquiry  regard- 
ing an  extension  of  their  Alternative  Lot 
Dimension  special  permit  granted  in  June 
2004  and  expiring  in  June  2006. 

The  board  clarified  the  proposed 
uses  of  CMR,  LLC  (City  Moves)  for  its 
Special  Permit  application  for  lot  2  in  the 
Sheffield  Business  Park  to  operate  a  mov- 
ing and  storage  business  and  office.  Sub- 
sequent written  communications  from 
the  applicant's  attorney  and  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  resolved  the  matter.  A  Special 
Permit  hearing  on  their  application  was 
held  and  closed  on  Feb.  7.  The  board 
anticipates  a  decision  in  March. 

The  board  continued  review  of  the 
Town's  subdivision  fee  structure. 
The  board  responded  to  a  Form  A  in- 
quiry (approval  not  required  for  building) 
from  attorney  James  Lamme  regarding 
property  on  West  Sheffield  Rd.  that  has 
a  deeded  easement  to  the  Appalachian 
Trail  along  the  entire  frontage.  The  board 
also  responded  to  town  requests  for  the 
board's  yearly  budget  request  and  other 
annual  town  administrative  matters; 
setting  up  its  page  on  the  new  town  web 
site;  and  various  other  inquiries  and  cor- 
respondence, including  a  potential  divi- 
sion of  land  on  Route  7  and  Root  Lane. 
The  board  also  received  an  update  from 
Pauline  Schuman  regarding  the  proposed 
Senior  Center. 

The  board  nominated  Robert 
Pasqualina  of  Ashley  Falls  as  Associate 
Member  to  the  Planning  Board,  and  he 
was  approved  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 
Bob  participated  in  the  Special  Permit 
hearing  for  CMR,  LLC. 

Mike  Parsons  presented  a  prelimi- 
nary plan  inquiry  and  waiver  requests  for 
a  subdivision  plan  for  property  owned  by 
Michelle  DeMellier  and  Phil  Fabres  on 
Rannapo  Road.  As  the  property  does  not 
have  the  required  100  feet  of  frontage, 
subdivision  rules  and  regulations  may  be 
used  for  the  subdivision  planned  to  consist 
of  an  existing  house  and  one  additional 
building  lot.  The  board  reviewed  the 
waivers  requested  and  expects  a  definitive 


plan,  required  by  the  Town's  subdivision 
regulation,  to  be  filed  in  the  future. 

Dan  Moulton  and  "Doc"  Nourse  told 
the  board  of  their  intent  not  to  run  for 
re-election  in  May. 

Two  people  applied  for  board  secre- 
tary. As  both  are  qualified,  each  will  take 
minutes  at  a  separate  board  meeting  so 
their  minutes  may  be  evaluated.  Candi- 
dates are  being  paid  for  their  time  during 
this  second  stage  of  the  selection  process. 
A  mid-March  decision  is  anticipated. 

The  board  submitted  a  warrant  item 
to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  provide 
$100  annual  compensation  to  each  Plan- 
ning Board  member.  Planning  Board 
members  currently  receive  no  compensa- 
tion for  their  work. 

By  unanimous  vote  (4-0),  the  board 
submitted  two  proposed  zoning  by-law 
articles  for  the  May  1  town  meeting  war- 
rant. See  the  article  on  page  13. 

Master  Plan  update 

The  Board  completed  final  proofing 
of  the  Master  Plan  revised  recommenda- 
tions. Copies  of  the  approved  Master 


Plan  summary  of  recommendations  are 
available  at  the  Town  Clerk's  office.  The 
summary  is  currently  being  formatted  for 
distribution  to  town  residents  in  March. 
The  revisions  adopted  by  the  board  are 
also  being  incorporated  into  the  larger 
Master  Plan  document. 

The  Board  held  a  joint  meeting  with 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  kick  off  the 
Master  Plan  Implementation  Advisory 
Committee,  which  is  charged  with  imple- 
menting the  Master  Plan.  It  will  report  to 
both  boards,  which  are  committed  to  its 
success.  The  selection  will  have  a  rep  on 
the  committee  as  the  Board  of  Select- 
men's representative,  a  situation  that  will 
be  re-evaluated  given  Stanton's  giving  up 
her  office.  Bart  Elsbach  will  represent  the 
Planning  Board.  See  the  box  below. 

Board  meetings  are  on  the  1st  and 
3rd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  7:30pm 
in  the  1st  floor  conference  room,  town 
hall.  Special  Permit  and  Public  Hear- 
ings are  scheduled  for  8  pm,  as  required. 
All  meetings  are  posted  and  open  to  the 
public.  All  are  welcome. 

— Rene  Wood,  Planning  Board  Chair 


PLANNING  BOARD  GRANT  UPDATES 


Three  committees  are  working  on 
tasks  funded  through  the  current  Smart 
Growth  Technical  Assistance  Grant 
Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Commis- 
sion (BRPC)  and  hired  consultants  are 
providing  assistance.  Specifically: 

The  Zoning  By-Law  revision  sub- 
committee has  met  weekly  to  review 
and  modify  sample  zoning  by-laws 
proposed  by  attorney  Mark  Bobrowski 
after  he  did  a  five- month  review  of  ex- 
isting by-laws  with  members  of  several 
town  boards.  See  the  article  on  page  1 2. 

The  Implementation  Advisory 
Committee  has  received  its  char- 
ter from  the  Planning  Board  and  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  who  are  jointly 
overseeing  its  activities  and  progress. 
Jeanne  Armstrong,  a  planning  consul- 
tant who  worked  on  the  first  phase  of 
the  Master  Plan  process,  has  already 
met  with  them.  A  second  committee 
meeting  is  scheduled  for  late  February. 
Committee  members  are  Louie  Aragi, 


Jr.,Tammy  Blackwell,  Peter  Chemeff, 
Harry  Conklin,  Bart  Elsbach  (for  the 
Planning  Board),  Frank  Garretson.John 
James,  Kathy  Orlando,  Robert  Pasqua- 
lina, Don  Ward  and  John  Wightman. 
The  Board  of  Selectmen  will  also  have 
a  representative  on  the  committee. 

The  Sheffield  Wellhead  Protection 
Committee  has  met  twice  to  review 
existing  town  by-laws  for  the  Water 
Supply  Protection  District  as  well  as 
to  understand  the  current  by-laws 
suggested  by  the  state  Department 
of  Environmental  Protection.  Previous 
documents  and  studies  done  for  the 
Sheffield  Water  Company  have  been 
reviewed.  Committee  members  are 
Beth  Bartholomew, Wray  Gunn,  Susan 
Silk,  David  West  and  Rene  Wood,  as- 
sisted by  Tom  Matuszko  of  Berkshire 
Regional  Planning  Council.  The  com- 
mittee is  scheduled  to  meet  again  in 
late  February. 

— Rene  Wood 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  OFFICE 

Hunting/ fishing  licenses  and  stamps.  They're  now  avail- 
able during  regular  business  hours.  Please  keep  in  mind  that 
spring  turkey  permits  need  to  be  submitted  by  Mar.  15. 

Dog  licenses  for  2006.  They  are  available  as  of  Mar.  1. 
If  you  reside  in  Sheffield  at  least  30  days  of  the  year  or  you 
have  a  dog  six  months  of  age  or  older,  that  dog  is  required  to 
ibe  licensed.  The  cost  is  $4  for  a  spayed/neutered  dog,  $10  for 
intact  dogs.  By-mail  licensing  is  an  option  with  proof  of  rabies 
ishots,  a  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  and  a  check  made 
•payable  to  the  Town  of  Sheffield.  Mail  to  the  Town  Clerk's 
Office,  PO  Box  175,  Sheffield,  MA  01257. 

Annual  census.  Reminder  to  residents:  the  2006  forms 
went  out  in  January.  If  you  have  not  returned  your  form, 
please  return  it  as  soon  as  possible.  It  would  save  on  phone 
calls  and  prevent  registered  voters  from  being  placed  on  an 
inactive  voting  list. 

Voter  registration  deadline.  Town  Meeting  will  be  held 
on  Mon.,  May  1,  and  Town  Election  Mon.,  May  8.  The  voter 
registration  deadline  prior  to  these  events  is  Tues.,  April  11.  If 
you  are  interested  in  registering  to  vote,  you  may  do  so  at  the 
Clerk's  office  during  regular  business  hours,  or  until  8pm  on 
April  11.  If  you  will  be  out  of  town  during  the  town  election, 
contact  this  office  for  an  absentee  ballot. 


Nomination  Papers  Deadline:  Pick  up  by  3/ 10;  Submit  by  3/12 
See  Stanton  story  on  Pg.  I  for  details 


ASSESSORS 

Eligibility  for  veterans'  exemptions.  To  be  eligible  for  a  veteran's 
exemption,  veterans  must  have  suffered  a  service- connected  dis- 
ability per  their  discharge  certificate  and  be  compensated  for  it  by 
the  Veterans  Administration.  Other  eligibility  requirements  may 
apply.  Contact  the  Assessors  office  at  229-7001  or  the  District 
Veterans  Agent,  Al  Adams,  at  528-1580.  Applications  for  exemp- 
tion must  be  filed  with  the  Assessors  Office  within  three  months 
of  receiving  the  actual  tax  bill.  The  overall  deadline  is  Mar.  27. 

TRANSFER  STATION 

Recyling  tips.  David  Steindler,  Town  Recycling  Coordinator, 
reminds  Sheffield  residents  that  copies  of  a  useful  pamphlet, 
"How  to  reduce,  reuse  and  recycle  common  household  items, 
and  dispose  of  household  hazardous  materials"  can  be  picked 
up  at  Town  Hall. 


——————————— 


Transfer  Station  Hours 

Tuesdays  &  Fridays:  I  pm«4pm;  Saturdays:  8am-4pm 
Sundays:  8:30am-2pm 


TOWN  PHONE  NUMBERS 

Town  Clerk 

229-8752 

Assessors 

229-700 1 

Board  of  Selectmen 

229-2335 

Building  Inspector 

229-7006 

Council  on  Aging 

229-7022 

Fire  Dept.  (non-emergency) 

229-7033 

Police  Dept.  (non-emergency) 

229-8522 

"Stop  dragging  mud 


into  the  house. 


>> 


You  hear  it  every  spring,  and  she's  right  (as  usual).  You  can  solve  the  problem  with  a  new,  beautiful, 
smooth  driveway  and  also  add  great  value  to  your  home.  We  know  you'll  like  that. 

B.  Metcalf,  with  20  years  experience,  is  one  of  Berkshire  County's  most  respected  paving  companies  and 
promises  a  quality  job  with  an  extremely  courteous  crew,  quick  response,  clean  worksite  and  remarkable  turnaround 
that  will  make  your  paving  job  a  pleasure.  Call  us  at  413-243-3388  for  a  free  site  visit  and  estimate.    In  just  a  few  days 
you  could  have  a  smooth,  clean  and  dry  driveway  that  welcomes  family  and  friends  with  every  step. 

Imagine  never  seeing  mud  tracks  again...  wouldn't  that  be  a  beautiful  spring. 


Quality  Asphalt  Paving  for  Your  Home  and  Business 

B.  METCALF 

Please  call  us  at  413-243-3388  for  a  free  site  visit  and  estimate. 


a  i> 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  EVENTS 

Forgotten  Revolutionary  leader.  Are  you  familiar  with  the 
efforts  of  Dr.  William  Whiting?  It  is  unlikely  that  many 
of  us  have  heard  of  this  dedicated  leader,  who  practiced 
medicine  here  in  the  18th  century.  Dr.  Brian  Burke,  Medical 
Director  and  Chief  of  Staff  of  Fairview  Hospital,  will  tell 
the  story  of  this  colorful  and  controversial  South  County 
physician,  who  was  also  a  judge,  a  merchant,  and  a  select- 
man. Burke  is  president  of  the  Great  Barrington  Historical 
Society,  an  advisory  member  of  the  African  American  Heri- 
tage Trail  Committee,  and  a  board  member  of  the  Du  Bois 
Center  of  American  History.  Dewey  Memorial  Hall,  Fri., 
Mar.  10,  7:30pm.  Free  and  open  to  the  public.  Refreshments 
will  be  served. 

Tool  exhibit  at  the  Stone  Store.  A  new  family-friendly 
exhibition,  Those  Simple  Machine  "What's  Its":  Tools  That 
Help  Us  Do  Our  Chores,  is  aimed  at  helping  parents  and 
children  spend  time  together  while  exploring  what  makes 
scientific  things  go  round.  Historical  societies  and  people's 
closets  are  filled  with  all  kinds  of  objects  that  once  served 
some  useful  purpose.  In  many  cases,  those  tools  are  today's 
"what's  its"  (objects  on  a  shelf  at  home  whose  one-time  func- 
tion is  a  mystery).  A  new  hands-on  room  will  be  open  on  the 


second  floor  of  the  Old  Stone  Store,  where  young  visitors 
will  be  able  to  create  new  objects  to  take  home  Using  simple 
machines.  The  show  will  be  on  view  Sat.,  April  1,  through 
Sun.,  April  30,  at  the  Old  Stone  Store.  Hours:  Saturdays, 
10-2,  Sundays, 11-3,  and  by  appointment.  The  exhibition  is 
free  and  open  to  the  public. 

Monthly  Meeting.  Program  to  be  announced.  Fri.,  April 
14,  7:30pm.  Dewey  Memorial  Hall. 

These  programs  and  the  exhibition  are  made  possible,  in  part,  by 
support  from  the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council.  The  Sheffield 
Historical  Society  is  located  on  Route  7  in  the  center  of  Shef- 
field. The  Old  Stone  Store  is  also  located  on  Route  7,  on  the 
Green  in  Sheffield.  Tours  of  the  Dan  Raymond  House  are 
available  by  appointment  during  the  winter  and  Thursday 
through  Saturday  from  Memorial  Day  through  October.  The 
Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  is  open  Monday  and  Friday, 
l:3>0-4pm  and  by  appointment.  For  more  information,  con- 
tact Sheffield  Historical  Society,  159-161  Main  Street,  PO 
Box  747,  Sheffield,  MA  01257,  413-229-2694  or  email 
shs@sheffieldhistory.org. 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Properties 

Our  office  on  Route  7,  in  the  part  of  Shef- 
field knows  as  "The  Plain,"  is  a  lovely 
two-and-a-half-story  Early  Greek  Revival 
with  five  bay  front  and  eyebrow  windows 
set  into  a  deep  cornice  under  a  hip  roof. 
Heavy  corner  pilasters  and  a  south  funeral 
door  are  distinct  features  of  this  building 
which  was  built  as  a  residence  in  ca.  1825 
by  Return  E.  Jones. 

PO  Box  688,  Rte.  7,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

(413)  229-2077    Email:  pressa@verizon.net 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 


SILENT  AUCTION  AND  TAG  SALE  CALL 
FOR  SALEABLE  ITEMS 

The  second  annual  Historical  Society  Silent  Auction 
and  Tag  Sale  is  coming  on  July  8.  Donations  of  fine  qual- 
ity items  are  needed  for  the  Silent  Auction.  Saleable 
merchandise  is  needed  for  the  tag  sale.  Small  pieces 
of  furniture,  china  and  glass,  fabrics,  household  items- 
whatever  the  friends  of  the  Sheffield  Historical  Society 
can  find  in  their  attics,  basements,  back  cupboards, 
and  shelves  will  be  presented  for  purchase.  Call  Rene 
Wood  (229-2875)  or  Jim  Miller  (229-8668)  to  arrange 
for  pickup  and  storage. 


Berkshire  Estates  Realty 

Rita  A.  Backhaus,  CBR 

Broker/Owner 
Roger  Belanger,  Broker  Associate 

We  are  a  full  service  agency. 

Let  us  represent  you  in  your  next 

sale,  purchase,  or  rental! 

Experience  the  Difference!! 
Phone  413-528-5262  Fax  413-528-6272 

www.berkshireestatesrealty.com 
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SLT  LECTURE:  HOMES,  RURAL  COMMUNITY  &  CONSERVATION 


At  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust's  8th  annual  winter  lecture,  "Plan- 
ning for  Community,  Nature  and  Homes,"  some  100  people 
heard  about  strategies  that  add  affordable  homes  to  a  community 
without  compromising  its  rural  character.  Land  Trust  president 
John  Wightman  introduced  a  panel  whose  members  brought  a 
wide  range  of  experience  to  solving  a  problem  that  affects  much 
of  New  England.  Addressing  the  perception  and  sometime 
political  reality  that  there  can  be  a  tension  between  conservation 
and  housing  when  it  is  unplanned  or  not  carefully  cited,  Wight- 
man  said,  "We  are  all  looking  for  a  way  to  balance  housing  we 
need,  a  community  we  affirm,  and  land  we  protect."  The  panel 
then  provided  examples  of  how  to  do  just  that. 

Tim  Geller,  executive  director  of  the  Tri-Corners  Commu- 
nity Development  Corporation  based  in  Great  Barrington,  which 
creates  affordable  housing  and  economic  development  opportuni- 
ties in  Berkshire,  Columbia  and  Litchfield  counties,  pointed  out 
that  the  key  to  community-appropriate  housing  in  Massachusetts 
is  embracing  "smart  growth"  principles,  which  encourage  compact 
building,  preservation  of  existing  buildings  and  open  space,  and 
presenting  a  strong  sense  of  place  -  in  other  words,  not  sprawl. 
He  highlighted  that  while  there  is  sometimes  a  tension  between 
unplanned  housing  and  open  space,  there  is  no  tension  between 
developing  well-planned  affordable  housing  and  open  space,  since 
you  can't  get  governmental  financing  for  such  projects  without 
following  "smart  growth"  principles.  "Market  forces  will  not  get  us 
to  the  kind  of  community  we  want  to  live  in, "  said  Geller,  which 
is  why  these  principles  have  developed  across  the  country. 

His  organization  was  a  partner  with  the  Stockbridge  Land 
Trust  in  the  just-completed  Pinewoods  project  in  Stockbridge, 
which  built  30  units  of  housing  in  13  clustered  buildings,  25  of 
them  rent-subsidized  "affordable"  units.  The  remaining  units  are 
"market  rate"  rentals.  The  mix  was  chosen  to  be  sure  the  new 
community  would  have  a  certain  diversity.  It  took  three  years  to 
find  the  site,  Geller  said — 18  acres  on  West  Main  St.,  including 
a  wildlife-rich  swamp  and  frontage  on  Stockbridge's  cherished 
"green  way,"  most  of  which  has  been  conserved  by  clustering  the 
housing  on  just  2Vz  acres. 

The  Pinewoods  project  was  partly  funded  by  Stockbridge's 
adoption  of  Massachusetts  Community  Preservation  Act,  which 
towns  can  enact  to  add  a  small  surcharge  to  property  tax  pay- 
ments to  fund  projects  involving  affordable  housing,  open  space, 
and  historical  preservation.  The  funds,  which  are  matched  100 
percent  by  the  state,  will  bring  in  $240,000  to  Stockbridge  this 
year,  Geller  said. 

Geller  said  that  a  central  piece  of  the  housing  puzzle  is 
identifying  a  good  site.  Sheffield,  unlike  Stockbridge,  has  no  town 
sewer  system,  which  makes  smaller  home-ownership  units,  such 
as  two-  and  four-unit  condominiums  built  to  look  like  farm- 
houses, a  better  fit  for  the  town  than  higher-density  rental  units. 
Tri-Corners  has  started  talking  with  the  Southern  Berkshire 
Regional  School  District  and  other  partners  about  collaborating 
on  some  possible  housing  in  Sheffield. 

Polly  Nichols,  Director  of  Housing  for  the  Vermont  Hous- 
ing and  Conservation  Board,  about  Vermont's  experience  of 
doing  20  years  of  community-sensitive  "smart  growth"  housing 
and  conservation  funded  by  the  state.  With  $13-14  million  ear 
marked  for  projects  each  year  from  a  state-wide  property  transfer 
tax,  VHCB  has  been  able  to  do  housing  on  a  small  and  large 


scale  in  rural  and  urban  areas.  With  Vermont  a  pioneer  in  smart 
growth  principles,  the  VHCB  looks  first  to  rehabilitation  and 
adaptive  reuse  projects,  such  as  turning  existing  houses  or  barns 
into  small  condominium  units.  "You  have  to  be  on  the  lookout 
for  opportunities,"  she  said.  The  program  and  funding  makes 
Vermont  the  envy  of  housing  and  conservation  advocates  in  sur- 
rounding states. 

Alex  Thorpe,  president  of  the  board  of  the  Community 
Land  Trust  in  the  Southern  Berkshires  (CTLSB),  spoke  about 
the  Community  Land  Trust  (CTL)  model,  as  a  way  to  keep 
housing  lower-priced.  CLTs  acquire  and  own  land  while  the 
individual  owns  the  house  and  any  improvements,  using  the  land 
under  a  99-year  renewable  lease.  This  model  keeps  the  housing 
at  a  lower  cost  by  eliminating  the  speculative  value  of  the  land 
from  the  equation.  Thorpe  himself  lives  in  CLT-held  property  at 
Indian  Line  Farm  on  Jug  End  Rd.  in  Egremont,  where  he  farms. 
The  Sheffield  Land  Trust  is  working  with  the  CLTSB  on  a  simi- 
lar arrangement  for  farmer  housing  on  Bow  Wow  Rd. 

— Andrea  Scott 

CUB  SCOUT  NEWS 

Sheffield  Cub  Scout  Pack  28  will  be  holding  its  Annual  Pan- 
cake Breakfast  Mar.  19  from  7:30  to  Ham.  Tickets  are  $5  for 
adults  and  $3  for  children  4-12.  They  may  be  purchased  from 
any  Pack  28  member  or  at  the  door.  Take  outs  are  available.  For 
more  information,  contact  Micheal  Dagruel  at  229-0345. 


\Sheffield  Pottery   -since  1946- 

\The  Berkshire's  Best  Selection  of  Handcrafted  American  Pottery 

Cefefrrating  Our  6oth  year  In  Business ! 


Custom  Wedding  And  Anniversary 
Plates,  Birth  Plates  and  Famous 
Family  Tree  Platters. 


ALSO  OFFERING 
:B£NNINGTON 
:SIMON  P£XPX£ 
:SP0NC£WXW 
:R£DWXK£ 
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Over  90  Americas 
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i.88S.spi.cfap 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


KIWANIS  NEWS 

Raffle  a  great  success.  From  all  the  members  of  the  Sheffield 
Kiwanis  Club,  a  huge  "thank  you"  to  the  citizens  of  our  communi- 
ties for  supporting  the  6th  Annual  Scholarship  Raffle.  Over  900 
chances  were  sold  for  the  Dana  Bartholomew  Memorial  Scholar- 
ship event,  the  best  ever!  The  first  prize  2006  GMC  Sierra  Truck 
went  to  Bob  and  Lisajandovitz  of  Floral  Park,  NY.  The  vehicle 
was  provided  by  Brian  Palmer  and  Berkshire  GMC.  The  second 
award  went  to  Pam  DeFino  (of  PJ's),  South  Egremont.John  Plant 
of  Lenox  won  the  third  prize.  The  tickets  were  drawn  at  Limeys 
Restaurant  on  Valentines  Night. 

Payments  are  currently  being  mailed  to  last  year's  scholarship 
recipients.  The  total  amount  awarded  will  top  $28,000.  This  major 
Kiwanis  project  could  never  happen  if  our  club  wasn't  located 
within  these  generous  Southern  Berkshire  communities.  Once 
again:  We  are  grateful. 

Teacher  grants  awarded.  The  first  Kiwanis  Pancake  Break- 
fast in  January  was  well  attended.  The  profits  from  this  event 
helped  pay  for  five  Teacher  Grants,  a  new  Kiwanis  program. 
Grants  went  to  Nancy  Loder  for  expenses  at  the  spring  Madrigal 
Singers  Festival;  the  Mt.  Everett  Environmental  Science  class 
for  establishing  a  campus  arboretum;  the  Fifth  Grade  classes  at 
Undermountain  School  to  help  pay  for  transportation  for  their 


concert  trip  to  the  Boston  Symphony;  the  New  Marlborough 
Central  School  for  storage  containers  for  toys  and  crafts  in  the 
indoor  recess  room;  and  the  Humanities  class  at  Mt.  Everett  for  a 
visit  to  the  Clarke  Museum  in  Williamstown. 

The  Kiwanis  hopes  to  make  the  Teacher  Grants  an  annual 
event.  The  Berkshire  Hills  District  received  the  opportunity  to 
participate,  but  there  were  no  applications  from  those  teachers. 

Little  League.  The  earliest  of  our  spring  activities  will  be  the 
Little  League  program.  Catch  the  Shopper's  Guide  or  listen  to 
WSBS  radio  for  the  latest  schedule  of  try-outs  and  registration. 
Early  signup  is  set  for  Mar.  8, 6-8pm.  Try-outs  will  follow  on 
Wed.,  Mar.  22  at  6pm  and  Sat.,  March  25  at  10am.  All  activities 
will  be  held  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School.  The  season  opens  with  a 
pre-season  tournament  at  French  Park  in  North  Egremont  on  Sat. 
and  Sun.,  April  22  and  23. 

Soup  kitchen  duty.  Our  Kiwanis  crew  continues  year-round 
to  take  its  turn  preparing  and  serving  supper  for  the  hungry  and 
needy  at  the  Breaking  Bread  soup  kitchen  at  St.  Peters  Center  in 
Great  Barrington.  David  Smith,  Sr.,  and  Marge  Kirchner  head  our 
capable  staff  and  will  be  on  tap  on  Thursdays,  Mar.  9  and  April  27. 
The  Sheffield  Kiwanis  meets  Tuesdays  at  7:00pm  at  Limey's 
Restaurant. 


Here  to  help  make  things  grow. 


S 


SALISBURY  BANK 
AND  TRUST  COMPANY 

(86o)  435-9801  or  1-800-222-9801 

SBTLink  1-877-SBT-1212 

salisburybank.com 

Visit  us  in  Sheffield  at  73  Main  Street,  (413)  229-5000 
and  in  South  Egremont  at  51  Main  Street,  (413)  528-5100 

ATMs  at  all  offices 

Member  FDIC     1±1  Equal  Housing  Lender 


Solutions 


103  North  Main  St. 

Sheffield,  MA 

(413)229-8516 


TruddSofciijn' 
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Memk-r  FDIC 
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SHEFFIELD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  FIRE  LOG 

— Chief  Rick  Boardman 


January 

I      Lifting  assistance.  Alarm  time,  9:48am;  in  service, 

1 0:08am. 
7     Alarm  at  f SI 5  N.Main  StAlarm  time,  1 2:18pm;  in 

service,  12:24pm. 
7      Burnt  food  at  Berkshire  Schooi.Alarm  time,  7:40pm; 

in  service,  8:10pm. 
7      Alarm  at  181 5  N,  Main  St.  Alarm  time,  9:45pm;  in  ser 

vice,  10:23pm. 
1 4    Wood  stove  backup. Alarm  time,  4: 1 0pm;  in  service, 

4:46pm. 
16    Car  accident  Alarm  time,  8: 1 0am;  in  service,  9:20am. 

1 9  Alarm  at  Berkshire  Schooi.Alarm  Time,  5:40pm;  in 
Service,  6:17pm. 

20  OH  spill  at  2 12  Alum  Hill  Rd. Alarm  time,  1 : 1 5pm;  in 
service,  2:2 1  pm. 


21    Alarm  at  1096  Lime  Kiln  Rd.  Alarm  time,  7:1 2am;  in 

service,  7:32am. 
16    Wires  down  at  Mt-Everett  High  Schooi.Alarm  time, 

5:05pm;  in  service,  7:04pm. 
24    Mutual  aid  Great  Barrington  Fire  DeptAlarm  time, 

9:05am;  in  service,  9: 1 5am. 

February 

9      Alarm  at  Berkshire  Schooi.Alarm  time,  7:07am;  in 

service,  7:32am. 
9      Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  Schooi.Alarm  time. 

8:02pm;  in  service,  8:25pm. 
1 1    Alarm  at  Ml  Everett  High  Schooi.Alarm  time, 

1 0: 1 0am;  in  service,  1 0:56am 
I  I     Alarm  at  394  Berkshire  School  Rd.  Alarm  Time, 

9:35pm;  in  service,  9:50pm. 


CAT  MISSING  FROM  STAVELEIGH  HOUSE 

Shy,  slender  female  tortoise  shell  (almost  black)  cat 
missing  from  the  Staveleigh  House  B  &  B  on  Route  7 
in  Sheffield.  Please  call  Ali  or  Harry  at  229-2129  with 
any  information. 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR- 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 


Sheffield  Office  Products 

Copiers*  Fax  Machines  •Printers 
Blue  Print  Machines 

Sales,  service  and  supplies  since  1985 
Phil  Fabres,  Prop. 

413-229-2669  •  413-822-4430 


INDOOR  MARKET 

Come  to  the  Indoor  Farmers  Market  at  Dewey  Me- 
morial Hall  on  seven  Saturday  mornings  this  spring! 
9:30  to  1 :00,  Mar.  1 8-Apr.  29.Visit  your  favorite  ven- 
dors and  make  your  weekend  purchases. 


Orchard  Shade 
(Beds?  (Breakfast 


ooo  (Hewins  Street 
Siiejfiefcf,  MA  01257 

413-229-8463 
www.orchardshade.com 


The  Enchanted  Florist 

wwwxnchantedflorist.net 

Your  Neigl)borhood  Florist 


^13'229~8430 
9ZJ0RL  7a  in  Ashley  Falls 
Wara  Morgan  &  Jude  Kent 
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REAL  ESTATE  TRANSFERS 


December 

1 5  Donald  M.  Biatchley  (estate  of)  to  Keith 
Hyatt,  property  at  Bow  Wow  Rd.,  $70,000. 

20  William  L  Perry  to  Douglas  E.Wells,  property 
at  South  Undermountain  Rd.,  $  1 0. 

2 1  Huiett  Hill  Rd.  LLC  to  Michael  J.  &  Marie  L 
Goyle,  property  at  Huiett  Hill  Rd.,  $60,000. 

22  Jeffrey  A.  &  Stacey  Gillis  Weber  to  Jacob 
H.  Levin,  property  at  570  Bow  Wow  Rd., 
$750,000. 

28  Donald  J.  Lewis  to  Thomas  A.Wilson, 
property  at  269  East  Main  St.,  $85,000. 

28  SRF  Realty  Associates,  Inc.,  to  Christopher  & 
Julie  A.  Brady,  $75,000. 

29  John  E.  &  Cynthia  Casoff  Henry  to  Walter 
Neil  Scott,  property  at  804  South  Under- 
mountain  Rd.,  $400,000. 

January 

9     Lucy  V.  Brotman  to  Derek  R.  Sisco  &  Juliet  E. 
Popper,  property  at  64  Kellogg  Rd.,  $297,500. 


25  Raymond  J.  &  Mary  E.Thiesen  to  Thomas 

Livingstone  Jr.  property  at  200  Salisbury  Rd., 

$303,000. 
31    Richard  L.  &  Sheenah  HankinWessler.to 

Nicholas  G.J.  Hankin,  property  at  Berkshire  Lake 

Estates,  transfer. 

February 

I     Nancy  Ellen  Eaton  et  al  to  Cooper  Hill  Farm 

NomineeTrust  and  Robert  L.  Boyett, Jr., Trustee, 

property  at  Cooper  Hill  Rd.,  $500,000. 
I     Antonio  J.  Malnati  et  al  to  David  A.  &  Jeanne 

Marie  Smith,  property  at  Cooper  Hill  Rd., 

transfer. 
6     Paula  M.  Derby  to  Glen  B.  Derby,  property  at 

145  East  Pike  Rd.,  $43,000. 
10  Huiett  Hill  Rd.  LLC  to  Dominick  L  &  Brett  L 

Ferrusi,  property  at  Huiett  Hill  Rd.,  $80,000. 


SELL  YOUR  CRAFTS, 

HOBBIES,  WARES  & 

SPECIALTY  ITEMS 

Come  Join  Us  At  The 
32nd  Annual 

Elihu  Burritt  Day 

On  the  Village  Green  in 
New  Marlborough 

Saturday,  August  12,  2006  10:00  -  3:00 

$30.00  All  Day 

Tables  available  -  add  $10.00  each 
Call  Owen  at  413-229-8111  for  details. 


PE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


Masonry 
Paint 

Insulation 
Hardware 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41  3-229-8777        41  3-229-8820  FAX 


Berkshire  County  Properties,  Inc. 

48  Main  Street,  PO  Box  277        S.  Egremont,  MA  01258 

MARY  ALICE  WELCH 

Broker  Associate 


Office:  413-528-3340 
Fax:  413-528-3899 


Residence  413-229-7776 
E-mail:  Cprop@bcn.net 


Voice  mailext.15 
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Calendar  Page 
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March 

8  Little  League  early  sign-up,  fit.  Everett,  6pm,  p.  20 

8  TAlZEWorkshop,  Christ  Church,  7pm,  p.  9 

1 0  Earth  Angels,  Mt.  Everett,  7:25pm,  p.  5 

10  Talk  on  Dr.  William  Whiting,  7:30pm,  p.  18 

i  I  Earth  Angels,  Mt.  Everett,  7:25pm,  p.  5 

1 5  TAlZEWorkshop,  Christ  Church,  7pm,  p.  9 

17  St.  Patrick's  Day 

1 8  Indoor  Farmers  Market  begins,  Dewey  Hall 
9:30am- ipm,  p.  8 

1 8  Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  St.  Patrick's  Day  Corned  Beef  & 
Cabbage  dinner,  Parish  Hall,  5pm,  p.  9 

1 9  Annual  Pancake  Breakfast,  Cub  Scouts,  7:30- 1 1  am,  p.  1 8 
2 1  First  Day  of  Spring 

21  Public  Hearing, Town  Hall,  p.  13 

22  Little  League  try-outs,  Mt.  Everett,  6pm,  p.  20 
22  TAIZE  Workship,  Christ  Church,  7pm,  p.  9 
25  Little  League  try-outs,  Mt.  Everett,  1 0am,  p.  20 
29  TAlZEWorkshop,  Christ  Church,  7pm,  p.  9 

April 

1  Tool  Exhibit,  Old  Stone  Store,  through  April  30,  p. 

2  Daylight  Savings  begins 
2  Middle  School  Expo  Night,  Mt.  Everett,  6-8pm,  p.  5 
5  TAIZE  Workshop,  Chrisst  Church,  7pm,  p.  9 

7  "Altar  Egos"  performance,  CPAC,  7pm,  p.  5 

8  Book  Talk,  Bushnell-Sage  Library,  2pm,  p.  1 1 

8  "Altar  Egos"  performance,  CPAC,  7pm,  p.  5 

9  "Altar  Egos"  performance,  CPAC,  7pm,  p.  5 
1 2  Passover  begins  (before  sundown) 

14  Good  Friday 

1 5  Deadline  for  ads,  Sheffield  Times,  p.  2 1 

1 6  Easter  Sunday 
22  Earth  Day 

22  Pre-season  Little  League  tournament,  through  April  23 

French  Park,  p.  20 

28  CHP  Consignment  Sale,  Berkshire  South,  6-8pm,  p.  8 

28  Arbor  Day 

29  CHP  Consignment  Sale,  Berkshire  South,  9am-4pm,  p.  8 

30  CHP  Consignment  Sale,  Berkshire  South,  9am- 1 2pm,  p.  8 
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ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

(Meetings  or  events  that  occur  on  a  less  than  weekly  basis  are  noted  by 
number  -  i.e.  "1",  "3rd"  indicates  meetings  the  first  and  third  times  that  day 
occurs  in  the  month.   *  indicates  appointment  needed. 

Mondays: 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-1 0:30am  (p3) 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd,  4m 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  6-7:30pm 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  1st 
Tuesdays: 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  8am  -  Noon 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  ?~ 

National  Alliance  for  the  Mentally  III  Support  Group,  Fairview  Hospital 
Library.  6:30pm,  4th 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1sl,  3rd  (except  November) 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Kiwanis  Club,  Limey's  Restaurant,  6:30pm 

Physical  Fitness,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  9am 

Council  on  Aging,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  3rd 
Thursdays: 

Parent-Child  Playgroup,  Greenwoods  Community  Church,  9:30-11:30 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  5  -  7pm 

*Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am  12pm.  2" 

'Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 

Set-Back  Playing.  Dewey  Hall,  10:15am 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  41* 
Fridays: 

Farmer's  Market,  Old  Parish  Parking  Lot,  4-7 
Saturdays: 

Saturday  Market,  Dewey  Memorial  Hall.  9:30am-1pm 

Marketplace,  American  Legion  Hall,  10am-3pm 

Contra  Dancing,  Sheffield  Grange,  Rte  7, 8:30pm,  4* 
Sundays: 

Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd  (p.11) 


SENIOR  CENTER  CALENDAR 

March  8       Love  Letters,  a  play  by  A.R.  Gurney,  and  catered 

lunch  ($5).  1 2  noon 
March  12     Flower  Show,  Boston,  Leave  7am.  $50 
April  27       Potluck  luncheon.  1 2  noon 


PLEASE  SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES! 
/  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times!  Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of 


_,  made  payable  to 


the  Sheffield  Association,  PO  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  the  Sheffield  Times  sent) 
D  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous 
CI '  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 


LJ  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  Everyone  who  makes  a 
donation  will  receive  a  copy  by  mail,  so  please  note  on  this  form  if  you  do  not  want  it  sent  to  you  and  we  won't  add  to  your  recycling  pile! 
Donations  are  tax-deductible  through  a  partnership  with  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation. 


ELECTION  CANDIDATE  DEADLINES 

PICK  UP  NOMINATION  PAPERS:  MARCH  10 

FILE  COMPLETED  PAPERS:  MARCH  1 2 

(See  Election  Deadlines  on  P.  1  for  details) 

Papers  available  from  the  Town  Clerk  at  Town  Hall  -  229-8752 


Place 

Stamp 

Here 


■■    "  ■ 


HOW  TO  SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES 
YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER 

Submit  articles,  news  items,  photos  or  illustrations 

Have  an  idea  for  a  story?  Taken  a  great  picture  of  an  interesting  Sheffield  scene?  Have  a  new  business  venture?  Let  us  know! 
Send  suggestions  and  submissions  to  the  P.O.  box  or  e-mail  address  below.  News  briefs  can  be  one  or  two  sentences,  short 
articles  between  1 50  and  450  words.  For  feature  stories,  please  run  suggestions  by  the  editors  first. 

Tell  us  about  your  events 

Calendar  items  should  be  directed  to  the  attention  of  the  Calendar  Editor  and  include  a  contact  name  and  number  in  case 
there  are  questions. 

Advertise 

We  accept  ads  for  services  and  products  connected  with  Sheffield.  Eighth-pages  to  half-pages  available.Ad  policy  is  in  box 
below.  Contact Tara  White  at  229-7754  or  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com  for  rates  or  more  information. 


Support  our  advertisers 

Most  of  our  advertisers  are  local. Tell  them  you  read  about  them  here. 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  at  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield.  It's  only  partly  supported  by  advertising.  When  you 
make  a  donation,  you  help  make  future  issues  possible  and  you  get  the  Sheffield  Times  in  the  mail.  See  the  form  page  23. 

Sheffield  Times 

P.O.Box  1339 

Sheffield,  MA  0 1 257 

E-mail:  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 


Sheffield 
TIMES 

Community  Newsletter  for 

Sheffield  &  Ashley  Falls,  MA 

P.O.Box  1339 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 
sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 
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